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ACTIVITIES OF THE HOUSE COMMITTEE ON 


ARMED SERVICES 





The House Committee on Armed Services had its first meeting in 
the 84th Congress on January 25, 1955. 

At this meeting the committee was formally organized into a struc- 
ture consisting of three subcommittees as follows: 


Mr. 
Mr. 
. MILLER 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 


Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 


. WINSTEAD 

. PRICE 

. FISHER 

. WICKERSHAM 
. HoLttzMaNn 

. JOHNSON 


H&BERT 
Harpy 


BENNETT 
HupDLESTON 
ARENDS 


GREEN 
DoyYLeE 
BENNETT 
MOoLLOHAN 
LANKFORD 


SUBCOMMITTEE NO. 1 
Mr. Brooks, Chairman 
Mr. Pui.Bin, Vice Chairman 


Mr. NorRBLAD 
Mr. Van ZANDT 
Mr. DEVEREUX 
Mr. Bray 

Mr. OsMERS 


SUBCOMMITTEE NO. 2 
Mr. Kiupay, Chairman 
Mr. Rivers, Vice Chairman 


Mr. GAVIN 

Mr. PatrTERSON 
Mr. BatEs 

Mr. NELSON 
Mr. WILSON 


SUBCOMMITTEE NO. 3 
Mr, DurHam, Chairman 
Mr, Price, Vice Chairman 


Mr. CoLe 

Mr. CUNNINGHAM 
Mr. HEss 

Mr. O’KonskI 
Mr. Bray 


Resolutions were adopted by the full committee adding the following 
subcommittees: 


Mr. 
. RIVERS 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 


Mr. 
Mr. 


SUBCOMMITTEE FOR SPECIAL INVESTIGATIONS 


Brooks 


FISHER 
Harpy 
MILLER 


FISHER 
Harpy 


Mr. HféBERT, Chairman 
Mr. Hess 
Mr. GAVIN 
Mr. CUNNINGHAM 
Mr. Bates 
Mr. NELSON 


ACQUISITIONS AND DISPOSALS 


Mr. Rivers, Chairman 


Mr. CUNNINGHAM 
Mr. Bates 
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The chairman, Mr. Vinson, and the ranking minority member, Mr. 
Short, are ex officio members of all subcommittees. 


THE COMMITTEE STAFF 
Professional Staff 


Robert W. Smart, Chief Counsel Charles F. Ducander, Counsel 
John R. Blandford, Counsel Philip W. Kelleher, Counsel 


Clerical Staff 


Janice Angell, Committee Secretary Oneta L. Stockstill, Secretary 
serniece Kalinowski, Secretary Marie M. Abbott, Secretary 
L. Louise Ellis, Secretary James A. Deakins, Bill Clerk 


Special Subcommittee for Investigations 


John J. Courtney, Special Counsel Dorothy Britton, Secretary 
Edward T. Fogo, Investigator Katharine Staggs, Secretary 
Lloyd R. Kuhn, Investigator Adeline Tolerton, Clerk 
James Wools, Staff Assistant Ethel Mott, Clerk 


On January 26, 1955, the full committee held its organization meet- 
ing, followed by a series of military briefings by the Joint Chiefs of 
St aff, the Secretar y of Defense, and ‘the three service Secretaries. 

From that date through July 17, 1956, there were 134 meetings of 
the full committee, 182 meetings of subcommittees, and 78 meetings 
of the Special Subcommitiee for Investigations, for a total of 394 
meetings on the legislative and investigative activities of the com- 
mittee. More than 100 bills and resolutions were considered during 
the 1st session, and more than 125 bills and resolutions were con- Ne 
sidered during the 2d session, resulting in a total of 3% public laws 
and Fprivate Jaws duri ing the 84th Congress. There were 112 printed 
committee hearings, containing in excess of 9,000 printed pages of 
testimony. 

MAJOR LEGISLATIVE ACCOMPLISHMENTS 


Some of the major legislative accomplishments of the committee 
during the first session were: A 2-vear extension of the Doctor Draft 
Act and special pay for those commissioned under that act; a 4- year 
extension of the Universal Military Training and Service Act, together 
with a 4-year extension of the Dependents Assistance Act; a selective 
pay increase for all enlisted persons in military service with more 
than 2 years of service and for commissioned personnel having more 
than 3 years of service; a fiscal 1956 shipbuilding program, including 
3 additional atomic submarines; a military construction program for 
fiscal 1956, authorizing in excess of $2 billion for military construction 
within and without continental United States; the Reserve Forces Act, 
providing for the strengthening of our Ready Reserve Forces; a 3-year 
extension of the armory-construction program, together with an in- 
creased authorization in the amount of $250 million; consideration by 
the committee of resolutions of disapproval of the sale of the Gov- 
ernment-owned synthetic rubber plants, with subsequent congressional] 
approval of the committee’s support of the disposal program. In 
addition to these legislative actions, the Subcommittee on Real Estate 
Acquisitions and Disposals considered 195 projects, approving 192 
and disapproving 3. 

During the second session some of the major legislative : accomplish- 
ments were: Increased the appropriation authorization for the air- 
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craft control and warning system from $1,207,902,000 to $1,279,- 
902,000; amended the Armed Forces Reserve Act to equalize the pay 
received by persons enrolled in the 6 months’ training program; in- 
creased the attractiveness of a military career for medical and dental 
officers to the end that the Medical and Dental Corps of the military 
departments will be comprised primarily of career officers; provided 
an improved program of dependent medical care and defined by stat- 
ute the legal entitlement to medical care on a uniform basis; extended 
the statutory authority for the Secretaries of the military departments 
to construct, expand, rehabilitate, and convert plants, privately or 
publicly owned, which may be necessary for defense production or 
mobilization purposes: provided for a lump-sum readjustment pay- 
ment for members of the Reserve components who are involuntarily 
released from active duty: raised the statutory ceilings for Regular 
officers in the Army and Air Force; and a military construction pro- 
gram within and without continental United States in excess of $2 
billion. In addition to these legislative actions, the Subcommittee 
on Real Estate Acquisitions and Disposals considered 161 projects, 
approving 157. 

On the basis of the legislation enacted, it is accurate to say that the 
84th Congress has done more to make a military career attractive than 
any prior Congress in the history of this Nation. In order to fully 
appreciate the magnitude and importance of the actions taken, a more 
detailed explanation of these actions is necessary : 

On March 23, 1956, the Secretary of Defense, in his letter to the 
President, set forth six additional areas for action in the second session 
in which legislation was required to enhance or protect a military ca- 
reer. At that time this committee had already completed action on 
three of the subjects. Two additional ones had been assigned to sub- 
committee and were undergoing hearing, and the sixth item, which was 
not within the jurisdiction of this committee, had received favorable 
consideration by a Select Committee of the House and has passed the 
House late in the first session. 

A review of the major accomplishments of both sessions indicates 
the extent of legislation enacted for the benefit of service personnel: 

The Career Incentive Act of 1955 gave selective increases to all en- 
listed personnel after more than 2 years of service, and all officer per- 
sonnel after more than 3 years of service. It also provided a disloca- 
tion allowance, for the first time in history, in an effort to absorb all or 
a major portion of the financial strain incident to a permanent change 
in station. The estimated cost of this legislation, on the basis of pro- 
jected personnel strength for fiscal 1956, was approximately $73 
million annually. 

The Dependent Medical Care Act was designed to insure medical 
‘are for all dependents of military personnel, either at military hos- 
pitals or under an insurance plan at civilian hospitals. It recognized 
that approximately 40 percent of our military dependents cannot re- 
ceive medical care through service facilities and made provision 
whereby such persons could receive medical care at a minimum expense 
to the service member. The projected cost of this program in fiscal 
1957 is $76 million. 

The Doctor-Dentist Career Incentive Act was designed to increase 
the attractiveness of these careers in military service and thereby stem 
the alarming exodus of doctors and dentists from the services. These 














4 REPORT ON ACTIVITIES OF ARMED SERVICES COMMITTEE 


officers were granted constructive credit for longevity and pay pur- 
poses, and special pay was increased from $100 to $150 per month after 
2 years of active duty, to $200 per month after 6 years of active duty, 
and to $250 per month after 10 years of active duty. 

The Regular Officer Augmentation Act would raise the statutory 
ceilings for Regular officers in the Army and Air Force to approxi- 
mately 50 per cent of their planned total officer strength. At present, 
approximately 43 percent of the active-duty officer strength of the 
Navy consists of Regular officers. Approximately 50 percent of the 
Marine Corps officer strength consists of Regular officers. But in the 
Army only 26 percent and in the Air Force only 17 percent of the offi- 
cers on active duty are Regular officers. So this act is of primary in- 
terest and importance to the Army and the Air Force. It will permit 
large numbers of qualified reserv ists to transfer into the Regular com- 
ponents. This is a long-range objective which will extend over a 
number of years but its ‘effective implementation should do much to 
bring stability in the officer structure of the Army and the Air Force 
and to overcome the excessively heavy replacement training loads that 
are not only costly but are detrimental to the combat re adiness of our 
Armed Forces. 

The Reserve Forces Act of 1955 provides the machine ry by which our 

teserve forces may be so organized and trained that, in the event of 

war, they can be mobilized quick ly to augment the Actice forces in 
combat and to carry out the initial security missions in the United 
States. ‘ 

The Armory Construction Act was designed to furnish training 
facilities for the augmented Reserve forces created by the Reserve 
Forces Act of 1955. In effect, the act extended the authorization for 
the construction of additional armories for an additional period of 8 
years and increased the amount to be authorized by an additional $250 
million. 

The Act To Provide Rehabilitation Pay for Reservists was de- 
signed to provide financial assistance for those Reserve officers who 
have completed many years of Active duty service and who have not 
qualified for retirment benefits at the time they are released to inactive 
duty. While it is regretted that the law could not be made retroactive, 
due to the fiseal effects of such action, its passage instituted a system 
which will be of benefit to all future reservists who are involuntarily 
separated after long service and before acquiring riterement rights. 
Such reservists will be entitled to one-half of 1 month’s basic pay 
for each year of Active duty service, not to exceed 17 years. 

A law to preserve retirement rights was enacted, which action over- 
came a serious problem confronting many Army and Air Force officers. 
Under previous law, Naval and Marine Corps officers were permitted 
retirement in the highest grade satisfactorily served. That was not 
true of Army and Air Force officers, a large number of whom were 
serving in temporary grade which were higher than their permanent 
grades. These officers were faced with a time limit under which they 
could either apply for retirement and be authorized such retirement in 
the higher temporary grade, or permit the time period to elapse and 
thereafter be required to retire in the lower permanent grade. Both 
the Army and the Air Force were faced with the los sof many capable 
officers. The passage of this act resolved the question and enabled the 
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services to retain these of this act resolved the question and enabled the 
services to retain these officers on active duty. 

The Survivor Benefit Act provided a system of survivorship benefits 
that is related to the risk and basic pay of the serviceman at the time 
of his death. It will enable the vidows of both Regular and Resreve 
personnel to maintain at least minimum standards over their life span. 
It brings militaray personnel into the contributory old-age and sur- 
vivorship i insurance system, giving them the same retirement benefits 
enjoyed by most of our citizens. 

In the House of Representatives this legislation resulted from the 
efforts of a selec (committee of 5 members—3 from the House Armed 
Services Committee, 1 from the Committee on Veterans’ Affairs, and 
1 from the Committee on Ways and Means. The enactment of the 
legislation by the House followed 2 years of wor kand study by this 
select committee. 

Housing has constituted one of teh most serious drawbacks in 
military life. This committee embarked upon a program of 30,000 
appropriated funds family units, but before such authorization could 
be sufficiently implemented to have any appreciable effect on the prob- 
lem, it became the policy of the Government to rely on Government- 
insured housing to meet this need. 

During the ist session of the 84th Congress, 100,000 so-called Cape- 
hart units were authorized, at an average cost of $13,500 per unit, 
makin ga total authorization of $1,350 million. Due to the unavoidable 
delays in implementing that authorization it became evident that it 
would be impossible to utilize the entire authorization before the act 
expired in September 1956, Tlowever, on July 27, 1956, the House and 
Senate agreed upon legislation which extended the authorization until 
June 80, 1958, and increased the number of units from 100,000 to 150,- 
000. Full implementation of this authorization will undoubtedly do 
much to overcome the current military housing problem. 


Pusiic Laws 
Pusiic Law 11—H. R. 3014 
To authorize personnel of the Armed Forces to train for, attend, and participate 
in the 2d Pan-American games, the 7th Olympie winter games, games of the 
XVI Olympiad, future Pan-American games and Olympic gam»s, and certain 
other international amateur sports competitions, and for other purposes 


This act authorizes participation of personnel of the Armed Forces 
of the United States in international amateur sports competitions. 


Pusuic Law 14—S. 942 (H. R. 2123) 


To repeal Public Law 820, 80th Congress (62 Stat. 1098), entitled “An act to 
provide a revolving fund for the purchase of agricultural commodities and raw 
materials to be processed in occupied areas and sold” 


This act repeals Public Law 820, 80th Congress (62 Stat. 1098), 
commonly known as the Natural Fibers Act. The basic objective of 
the Natural Fibers Act was to assist in the industrial rehabilitation 
and economic recovery of occupied areas. 
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Pusuic Law 19—S. 691 (H. R. 2882) 


To amend the Rubber Producing Facilities Disposal Act of 1953, so as to permit 
the disposal thereunder of Plancor No. 877 at Baytown, Tex. 


This law amended the Rubber Producing Facilities Disposal Act of 
1953 so as to permit bids to be taken for the copolymer plant at 
Baytown, Tex. Under the Rubber Producing Facilities Disposal 
Act of 1953 a bid had been submitted for the Baytown copolymer 
plant but had been rejected by the Commission established under the 
act as being insufficient. 

Under Public Law 19 new bids were taken and the copolymer plant 
was sold to the United Rubber & Chemical Co., a subsidiary of the 
United Carbon Co., for a total amount in excess of $7,800,000, o4 
3 times the amount originally offered during the first bidding period. 


Pusiic Law 20—H. R. 4720 


To provide incentives for members of the uniformed services by increasing certain 
pay and allowances 


This act, known as the Career Incentive Act of 1955, provided sub- 
stantial increases for certain personnel of the Armed Forces, ranging 
from 6 to 25 percent. Increases in basic pay were granted to all 
enlisted personnel and warrant officers with more than Z years of serv- 
ice and all commissioned officers with more than 3 years of service. 
The act also increased hazard pay for flight and submarine duty and 
other hazardous duties and established three new types of hazard pay. 
It also provided additional pay for generals and lieutenant generals, 
or equivalent, while serving on active duty. In addition, the act in- 
creased the pay of midshipmen at the Naval Academy, as well as 
cadets at West Point, the Air Force Academy, and the Coast Guard 
Academy. 

An innovation in the existing benefits structure was established 
under this act by a provision granting a dislocation allowance to each 
qualified member of the uniformed services who moves with his 
dependents on a permanent change of station. The dislocation allow- 
ance amounts to 1 month’s quarters allowance. In addition, for the 
first time, members of the uniformed services who move with house 
trailers are allowed a trailer allowance. Pay increases in the Career 
Incentive Act benefited retired personnel as well as active duty 
personnel. 

Pusiic Law 44—H. R. 2581 


To promote the national defense by authorizing the construction of aeronautical 
research facilities by the National Advisory Committee for Aeronautics neces- 
sary to the effective prosecution of aeronautical research 


This act is the fiscal year 1956 construction authorization for the 
National Advisory Committee for Aeronautics. 


Pusuic Law 49—S. 14 


To direct the Secretary of the Army to convey certain property located in Austin, 
Travis County, Tex., to the State of Texas 


This act authorizes the Secretary of the Army to convey to the State 
of Texas 189.11 acres of land, with the improvements thereon, for use 
by the Texas National Guard. 
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Pusitic Law 50—S. 148 (H, R, 755) 


To direct the Secretary of the Army to convey certain property located in Polk 
County, Iowa, and described as Camp Dodge and Polk County Target Range, 
to the State of lowa 


This act authorizes and directs the Secretary of the Army to convey 
by quitclaim deed, without consideration, to the State of Iowa certain 
lands designated as Camp Dodge, Iowa, for the primary use of the 
National Guard of Iowa and other military purposes. 


Pusiic Law 52—S. 653 (H. R. 5170) 


To provide for the conveyance of Jackson Barracks, La., to the State of Louisiana, 
and for other purposes 


The purpose of this act is to authorize the Secretary of the Army to 
convey to the State of Louisiana approximately 104.06 acres and 
improvements thereon, which comprise a portion of Jackson Barracks, 
La., the property to be used for the training and support of the Na- 
tional Guard of Louisiana. 


Pusuic Law 72—H. R. 382 


To make retrocession to the Commonwealth of Massachusetts of jurisdiction over 
certain land in the vicinity of Fort Devens, Mass. 


The purpose of this act is to retrocede to the Commonwealth of 
Massachusetts concurrent jurisdiction over three parcels of land util- 
ized for highways within Fort Devens Military Reservation, Mass. 


Pusuic Law 73—H. R. 4294 


To amend section 640 of title 14, United States Code, concerning the interchange 
of supplies between the Armed Forces 


The purpose of this act is to clarify the authority of the Air Force 
to interchange military stores, supplies, equipment, and real estate 
between it, the Army, Na avy, and Coast Guard. 


Pusuic Law 115—S. 1718 (H. R. 5886) 
To provide certain clarifying amendments to the Reserve Officer Personnel Act 


The purpose of this legislation was to provide certain clarifying and 
technical amendments to the Reserve Officer Personnel Act of 1954, 
which became effective July 1, 1955. In addition, there were four 
substantive amendments. The first provided that a qualified Reserve 
officer who had served on continuous active duty for a period of 18 
years would be given the opportunity to remain on active duty until 
qualified for retirement under title I] of Public Law 810, provided he 
would not exceed the maximum age for officers of his rank, and pro- 
vided that the period during which he remained on active duty did 
not exceed 2 years. Second, there were three amendments in the 
legislation which would validate the actions of selection boards who 
had completed their findings prior to June 30, the day before the law 
went into effect. These amendments were necessary so that selection 
boards which had met during the past year and had announced their 
selections for promotion (but in cases where promotions had not ac- 
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tually been made) would not have to again meet to again select officers 
within the promotion zone who had already been selected. The third 
substantive amendment protects pilots within the Air National Guard 
squadrons from being promoted out of their billets due to any acceler- 
ated promotion program. Fourth, the provisions of the law (peculiar 
to the Air Force) which would have forced Reserve officers off active 
duty after having completed a certain length of active service were 
extended for another 5 years. This brought the Air Force into line 
with the other military services, and will allow it to retain certain well 
qualified officers on active duty until they are able to qualify for re- 
tirement. 
Pusiic Law 118—H. R. 3005 (H. R. 6057) 


To further amend the Universal Military Training and Service Act by extending 
the authority to induct certain individuals, and to extend the benefits under 
the Dependents Assistance Act to July 1, 1959 


This act extended the Regular Draft Act for a period of 4 years; 
extended the Dependents Assistance Act for a period of 4 years; 
extended the doctors draft law for a period of 2 years; and extended 
the authority to pay doctors an additional $100 a month for those enter- 
ing the service after July 1, 1955, and until July 1, 1959. An amend- 
ment to existing law put aliens and American citizens on a reciprocity 
basis with regard to credit for service performed in an allied country. 
Another amendment established new periods of service for determining 
liability for induction. Under Public Law 118 an individual who 
served for 1 year or more on active duty after September 16, 1940, is 
no longer subject to induction except in time of war or national 
emergency hereafter declared, and likewise an individual discharged 
for the convenience of the Government with 6 months or more of 
active service subsequent to September 16, 1950, is no longer liable 
for induction except in time of war or national emergency hereafter 
declared. In addition, the liability for induction of National Guard 
men enlisted under certain provisions of the Universal Military 
Training and Service Act, was reduced from age 35 to age 28. 


Pusuic Law 122—S. 2266 (H. R. 6726) 


To continue the effectiveness of the Missing Persons Act, as extended, until 
July 1, 1956 
This legislation continues the effectiveness of the Missing Persons 
Act, as amended and extended, until July 1, 1956. 


Pusiic Law 142—S. 107 


To provide for the conveyance of a portion of the Fort Devens Military 
Reservation, Mass., to the Commonwealth of Massachusetts 


The purpose of this act is to authorize the Secretary of the Army to 
convey to the Commonwealth of Massachusetts, without considera- 
tion, approximately 66 acres, together with the improvements thereon, 
now a portion of Fort Devens Military Reservation. 
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Pusric Law 148—S. 1725 (H, R. 5270) 


To repeal two provisions of law requiring that certain military personnel shall be 
paid monthly 


This law repealed certain provisions of law that required Army and 
Air Force officers and certain enlisted personnel of the Army to be 
paid monthly. Under the new law all members of the armed services 
may be paid semimonthly. 


Pusutic Law 144—S. 804 (H. R. 2214) 


To amend section 201 (e) of the Career Compensation Act of 1949, as amended, 
to provide for advance payments of certain pay and allowances of members of 
the uniformed services, and for other purposes 


This law permits members of the uniformed services released from 
active duty to receive pay at the place from which released to active 
duty, for the number of days of travel required for them to return to 
the place from which they entered on active duty or home of record, 
plus mileage to which they may be entitled. Previous law did not 
allow such payment to be made in advance of such travel. This law 
is an economy measure enacted to eliminate unnecessary paper work, 


Pusiic Law 145-—S. 800 (H. R. 2148) 


To repeal the act of January 19, 1929 (ch. 86, 45 Stat. 1090), entitled “An act to 
limit the date of filing claims for retainer pay” 


This law places all reservists on the same basis with regard to filing 
of claims. Prior to the enactment of this act, Navy and Marine 
Corps reservists were subject to a 3-year statute of limitations for the 
filing of claims for uniform gratuities, while at the same time Army 
and Air Force reservists were controlled by a general 10-year statute 
of limitations on the filing of claims. Public Law 145 places all reserv- 
ists on the same basis. 


Pusuiic Law 146—S. 802 (H. R. 2217) 


To amend the Universal Military Training and Service Act, as amended, to remove 
the requirement for a final physical examination for inductees who continue on 
active duty in another status 


This law removes the requirement for a final physical examination 
for inductees who, while serving on active duty in an inducted status, 
enlist in the Armed Forces. An individual in such category may 
request a physical examination, but the law requiring such a physical 
examination is repealed by this law. 


Pusuic Law 147—S. 933 (H. R. 3442) 


To facilitate the settlement of the accounts of deceased members of the uniformed 
services, and for other purposes 


This law will facilitate the settlement of the final pay account of 
deceased members of the armed services by permitting members of 
the armed services to designate a beneficiary to receive their final pay. 
Prior to the enactment of Public Law 147 there was no authority by 
which a member of the armed services could designate the beneficiary 
of his final pay account. 
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Pusuiic Law 149—S. 1137 (H. R. 4222) 
To extend the authority for the enlistment of aliens in the Regular Army 


This law extends the so-called Lodge Act until June 30, 1957. 
The act of June 30, 1950, as amended, permits 12,500 aliens to enlist 
in the Regular Army for a period of not less than 5 years. At the 
time the law was enacted, only 866 aliens had been enlisted against 
an authorization of 12,500. The extension of the authority to enlist 
noi to exceed a total of 12,500 aliens is extended under Public Law 
149 to June 30, 1957, to enable the Army to have additional time to 
increase its enlistment of aliens under this program. 


Pusuic Law 153—S. 1571 (H. R. 5000) 


To authorize voluntary extensions of enlistments in the Army, Navy, and Air 
Force for periods of less than 1 year 


This act authorizes the voluntary extensions of enlistments in the 
Army, Navy, Air Force, and Marine Corps for periods of less than 1 
year. Prior to the enactment of this law, Navy and Marine Corps 
personnel aboard a ship outside the continental limits of the United 
States were authorized to be retained beyond the normal expiration 
of their enlistment until the vessel returned to the United States, 
The new law permits all services to extend enlistments, voluntarily, 
for periods of less than 1 vear so that individuals may go with their 
ships or units when such ships and units do not plan to return to the 
United States prior to the normal expiration of an individual’s enlist- 
ment. 

Pusuiic Law 156—S. 2135 (H. R. 6601 


To provide for the suspension of certain benefits in the case of members of the 


Reserve components of the Army, Navy, Air Force, and Marine Corps ordered 
to extended active duty in time of war or national emergency, and for other 


purposes 


The purpose of this legislation was twofold. First, it provides 
permanent authority for members of the Reserve components who 
are drawing retirement, disability compensation, or retired pay by 
virtue of prior military service, to waive such pay in order to receive 
active duty, active duty for training, and training pay as rese rvists. 
Second, the legislation provides for the suspending of the pension, 
retainer pay, disability allowance, disability compensation, or retired 
pav of members of the Reserve components of the Army, Navy, 
Marine Corps, and Air Force who are ordered to extended active 
duty in excess of 30 days in time of war or national emergency and 
who are found physically qualified to perform active duty, and author- 
izes the payment, in lieu thereof, of the pay and allowances provided 
by law for active military or naval service 


Pusuic Law 161—H. R. 6829 


To authorize certain construction at military, naval, and Air Force instailations, 
and for other purposes 


The purpose of this bill is to provide construction and other related 
authority for the military departments within and outside the United 
States and for the Central Intelligence Agency. 
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Pusiic Law 168—S. 1189 (H. R. 4111) 


To extend the existing authority for the loan ot a small aircraft carrier to the 
Government of France 


This act proposes to clarify the period under which existing author- 
ity for the loan of a small aircraft carrier to the Government of France 
shall be effective. 

Pusiic Law 229—H. R. 2150 


To further amend seetion 106 of the Army-Navy Nurses Act of 1947 so as to 
provide for certain adjustments in the dates of rank of nurses and women 
medical specialists of the Regular Army and Regular Air Force in the permanent 
grade of captain and for other purposes 


This act removed an inequity in the dates of rank in the permanent 
grade of captain of nurses and women medical specialists of the Army 
and Air Force brought about by the difference in the number of years 
of service required for appointment to the permanent grade of captains 
integrated at different periods into the regular service. 


Pusuic Law 231—H. R. 4886 


To provide that active service in the Army and Air Force shall be included in 
determining the eligibility for retirement of certain commissioned officers of 
the Navy, Marine Corps, and Coast Guard 


This act amends present retirement law to permit Navy, Marine 
Corps, and Coast Guard officers to credit all active service in the 
Army and Air Force in the computation of service toward voluntary 
retirement after 20 years’ active duty. 


Pusiic Law 233—H. R. 4106 


To authorize the crediting, for certain purposes, of prior active Federal com- 
missioned service performed by a person appointed as a commissioned officer 
under section 101 or 102 of the Army-Navy Nurses Act of 1947, as amended, 
and for other purposes 


This act equalized service credit for seniority- and promotion-list 
purposes for nurses and women medical specialists with other com- 
missioned personnel of the Army and Air Force by providing a credit 
of not more than 5 years of Federal commissioned service performed 
between December 31, 1947, and the date of appointment in the 
Regular component. In addition, the act provided a 3-year credit 
for nurses or women medical specialists of the Army or Air Force 
initially appointed in the Regular components as first lieutenants 
who have not actually performed 3 years of active Federal service 
since December 31, 1947. 


Pusiic Law 234—H. R. 4717 


To provide for the release of the express condition and limitation on certain land 
heretofore conveyed to the trustees of the village ot Sag Harbor, N. Y. 


This act authorizes and directs the Secretary of the Army to release 
to the village of Sag Harbor, N. Y., the express condition and limita- 
tion placed upon certain land which was conveyed to the trustees of 
the village of Sag Harbor, N. Y., pursuant to the provisions of the 
act of Congress approved June 4, 1924. 














12 REPORT ON ACTIVITIES OF ARMED SERVICES COMMITTEE 


Pusuic Law 236—H. R. 4218 


To authorize the Secretary of Defense to lend certain Army, Navy, and Air 
Force equipment, and to provide certain services to the Girl Scouts of the 
United States of America for use at the Girl Scout Senior Roundup Encamp- 
ment, and for other purposes 


This act authorizes the Secretary of Defense to lend to the Girl 
Scouts of the United States of America equipment, such as tents, 
cots, blankets, commissary equipment, flags, and refrigerators, and 
to provide such services as may be necessary or useful to the Girl 
Scouts during their Girl Scout Senior Roundup Encampment, to be 
held during June and July 1956. 


Pusuic Law 245—H. R. 627 


To amend subsection 303 (ec) of the Career Compensation Act of 1949 relating to 
transportation and storage of household goods of military personnel on per- 
manent change of station 


This amendment to the Career Compensation Act authorizes the 
nontemporary storage of baggage and household effects in Govern- 
ment facilities, or in commercial facilities when commercial facilities 
are considered more economical to the Government, for members of 
the armed services who undergo a permanent change of stauun. 
Enactment of the proposed legislation is expected to save several 
million dollars annually. 


oe] 


Pusuic Law 253—H. R. 7194 
To authorize subsistence allowances to enlisted personnel 


This act allowed certain enlisted personnel to draw portions of two 
different subsistence allowances, depending upon the nature of their 
duties. Prior to the enactment of this law, enlisted personnel were 
allowed to draw only one type of ration allowance, even though cir- 
cumstances justified their entitlement to a larger amount for certain 
meals taken at installations where no Government messing facilities 


were available. 
Pusptic Law 262—S. 1138 


To continue the effectiveness of the act of July 17, 1953 (67 Stat. 177), as 
amended, providing certain construction and other authority 


This act extends until July 1, 1956, unless sooner terminated by a 
concurrent resolution of the Congress or by the termination of the 
present national emergency declared by the President on December 
16, 1950, the statutory authority for the Secretaries of the military 
departments to construct, expand, rehabilitate, and convert plants, 
privately or publicly owned, which may be necessary for defense 
production or mobilization purposes, and to provide for the mainte- 
nance, storage, and operation of such plants, equipment, and tools. 


Pusutic Law 293—H. R. 46 


To authorize the conveyance to the city of Anniston, Ala., of certain real property 
within Fort McClellan, Ala, 


This act authorizes the Secretary of the Army, after he determines 
that such real property is excess to the requirements of the Depart- 
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ment of Defense, to convey to the city of Anniston all right, title, 
and interest of the United States in and to certain land comprising a 
part of Fort McClellan Military Reservation, Ala., subject to the 
condition that such property shall be used only for municipal purposes 
and shall revert to the United States in the event it shall cease to be 
used for such purpose. 


Purnic Law 294—H. R. 2559 


To authorize male nurses and medical specialists to be appointed as Reserve 
officers 


This law authorizes the commissioning of male nurses, physio- 
therapists, occupational therapists, and dietitians as Reserve officers 
in the Armed Forces. 


Pusiic Law 302—H. R. 2107 


To amend the National Defense Facilities Aet of 1950 to provide for additional 
facilities necessary for the administration and training of units of the Reserve 
components of the Armed Forces of the United States, and for other purposes 


This act continues the plan initiated under Public Law 783, 81st 
& ongress, for a coordinated long- range armory- and facility-construe- 
tion program for all civilian components of the Armed Forces 


Pusiic Law 305—H. R. 7000 
To provide for strengthening of the Reserve Forces, and for other purposes 


This legislation provides the machinery by which our Reserve 
Forces may be so organized and trained that, in the event of war, they 
can be mobilized quickly to augment the Active Forces in combat 
and to carry out the internal security missions in the United States. 
This will be accomplished by this legislation which provides authority 
to strenethen the Reserve Forces of the Armed Forces ef the United 
States, by improving the Reserve structure, by supplying initially 
trained young men to the Reserve Forces, and by insuring participa- 
tion in Reserve training. 


Pusntic Law 308—H. R. 2109 


To authorize permanent appointments in the United States Navy and in the 
United States Marine Corps 


This act extended for 2 years the authority of the Navy and the 
Marine Corps to integrate Reserve and temporary officers into the 
Regular service in grades not above that of senior lieutenant in the 
Navy and captain in the Marine Corps. 


Pusiic Law 309—H. R. 2149 


To increase the annual compensation of the Academic Dean of the United States 
Naval Postgraduate School 


This act increases the salaries of the Academic Dean at the United 
States Naval Postgraduate School from $12,000 a year to $13,500 a 
year. 














14 REPORT ON ACTIVITIES OF ARMED SERVICES COMMITTEE 


Pusuic Law 318—H. R. 2112 


To amend the act of February 21, 1946 (60 Stat. 26), to permit the retirement of 
temporary officers of the naval service after completion of more than 20 years 
of active service 


This act removes an inequity with regard to temporary officers of 
the Navy and Marine Corps. Prior to enactment of this law tempo- 
rary officers of the Navy and Marine Corps, holding a permanent 
enlisted status, could not apply for retirement upon the c ompletion of 
20 years of active duty, 10 of which was commissioned service. Under 
the new law temporary officers will be given the same privilege as 
Reserve and Regular officers who have comple ‘ted 20 vears of ac ao 
duty, including 10 years of commissioned service. Temporary officer 
who retire under the new act will be eligible for retirement in ie 
highest grade satisfactorily served. In addition, this law permits 
individuals, who would have qualified for retirement had this law 
been in effect at the time they reverted to their enlisted status and 
transferred to the Fleet Reserve, to apply for advancement on the 
retired list to the highest officer grade satisfactorily served provided 
application is made within 90 days after enactment of the new act. 


Pusuiic Law 336—H. R. 7301 


To amend the Rubber Producing Facilities Disposal Act of 1953, as heretofore 
amended, so as to permit the disposal thereunder of Plancor No. 980 at Institute, 
W. Va. 


This act, patterned after Public Law 19, permits bids to be taken 
for the copolymer plant located at Institute, W. Va. Any sale recom- 
mended must be submitted to the Congress under the same provisions 
as were applicable to the sale of the other rubber facilities. 


Pusuic Law 364—H. R. 7289 


To authorize the States to organize and maintain State defense forces, and for 
other purposes 


This legislation authorizes the maintenance in time of peace of State 
defense forces in addition to the National Guard, in accordance with 
the regulations prescribed by the Secretary of the Army. This pro- 
vides for continuity of internal security missions and missions in sup- 
port of civil defense when the National Guard is ordered into ac tive 
Federal service. The National Guard Bureau administers the provi- 
sions of this act pursuant to policies prescribed by the Secretary of the 
Army, and serves as the channel of communication with the States. 


Pusuic Law 368—H. R. 6600 


To amend section 303 of the Career Compensation Act of 1949, to authorize 
travel and transportation allowances and transportation of dependents and of 
baggage and household effects to the homes of their selection for certain mem- 
bers of the uniformed services, and for other purposes 


This law permits reservists retired with pay after more than 8 years 
of continuous active duty to select a home of record for purposes of 
travel allowances and the shipment of household effects. Likewise, 
the law permits all personnel placed on the temporary disability retired 
list to select a home of record for the purposes of travel allowances and 
the shipment of household effects. 
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Pusniic Law 371—H. R. 4672 


T> increase the annuities of certain retired civilian members of the teaching staffs 
of the United States Naval Academy and the United States Naval Postgraduate 
School 
& 


This law authorizes cost-of-living increases in the annuities of 10 
retired members of the civilian faculties of the Naval Academy and 
the Naval Postgraduate School: 6 annuitants receive an increase of 
$600 a year and 4 annuitants receive an increase of $300 per year. 


Pusiic LAw 410—S. 1959 


To direct the Secretary of the Army or his designee to convey a 6.89-acre tract of 
land out of a 199.959-acre tract of land situated in the vicinity of Houston, 
Harris County, Tex., to the State of Texas 


This measure would authorize the Secretary of the Army to convey 
6.89 acres of Government-owned land in Fig: Harris County, Tex., 
to the State of Texas for the training of the National Guard, and for 
other military purposes. 


Pus Lic LAW 412—S. 1261 


To authorize the conveyance of certain lands within Caven Point terminal and 
ammunition loading pier, New Jersey, to the New Jersey Turnpike Authority 


This act authorizes the Secretary of the Army to convey, at fair 
market value, ‘approximate ‘ly 9.11 acres of land which are presently 
a part of the Caven ammunition loading pier, Jersey City, N. J. This 
acreage is adjacent to a connection of the New Jet rsey Tur npike and is 
desired by the turnpike authorities for the development of a service 
area, including the construction of a restaurant, gasoline station, and 
other similar facilities. 

The acreage proposed to be conveyed constitutes only a small part 
of the Caven Point terminal: the whole terminal consists of approxi- 
mately 341 acres. Since its acquisition in 1941-42, it has been used 
asa transshipping point for military materials and supplies. 


Pusiic LAW 413—S. 2624 


To amend an act entitled “An act to provide for the sale of the Port Newark Army 
Base to the city of Newark, N. J., and for other purposes,” approved June 20, 
1936, as amended 


This act would revise the basis on which the Government would 
compensate the city of Newark, N. J., or its authorized lessee, for a 
taking by the U nited States during a war or national emergency of 
the marine terminal known as the Port Newark Army Base. The prin- 
cipal effect of the measure is to provide a sliding-scale formula of com- 
pensation in the event the United States recaptures use of this prop- 
erty during a war or national emergency declared by the Congress. 
The sliding scale is based on the amounts expended for rehabilitation 
and reconstruction of the property. The amounts to be expended are 
not Government funds. 


$2207— 56— 
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Pustic Law 424—H. R. 8101 


To authorize the Secretary of the Army to give 25 World War II paintings to the 
Government of New Zealand 


This act authorizes the Secretary of the Army to transfer to the 
Government of New Zealand, without compensation therefor, 25 Ger- 
man war paintings depicting New Zealand troops in World War II. 
The act would not authorize the expenditure of any funds of the 
United States to defray any costs of transportation or handling inci- 
dent to the proposed transfer of the paintings to the New Zealand 


Government. 
Pustic LAw 428—H. R. 2430 


To release certain restrictions on certain real property heretofore granted to 
the city of Charleston, S. C., by the United States of America 

The purpose of this act is to release cert: ain restrictions and condi- 

tions required by section 2 of the act of May 27, 1936 (49 Stat. 1387), 

which prohibited the city of Charleston from transferring title to 

property conveyed to it under that act and reserved the right to the 
United States to retake such property under certain conditions. 


Pusiic Law 4383—H. R. 8357 
To amend the Rubber Producing Facilities Disposal Act of 1953, as heretofore 
amended, so as to permit the disposal thereunder of Plancor No, 1207 at Louis- 
ville, Ky. 

Proposals were received under this law for the sale of this facility 
and a report was submitted to the Congress. However, the sale was 
disapproved since it did not meet with ‘the approval of the Attorney 
General or the Comptroller General. 

Pusiic Law 440—S. 3452 
To amend the act of July 15, 1955, Public Law 161, 84th Congress (69 Stat. 324), 
by increasing the appropriation authorization for the aircraft control and 
warning system 

The purpose of this legislation is to provide an additional authori- 

zation in the amount of $72 million for the distant early warning line. 


PusLic Law 484—H. R. 8100 
To authorize the loan of two submarines to the Government of Brazil 


This measure would authorize the President to loan 2 submarines 
to the Government of Brazil for a period of 5 years. The loan may be 
extended for an additional period of not more than 5 years. 


Purstic LAw 487—S. 2488 


To amend the act entitled “An act to recognize the high public service rendered 
by Maj. Walter Reed and those associated with him in the discovery of the 
cause and means of transmission of yellow fever” 


This law would increase the pension of those who were associated 
with Maj. Walter Reed in the yellow-fever experiments from $125 


monthly, which was provided by Congress in 1929, to $200 monthly. 
Eighteen persons are qualified to receive this increased pension. 
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Pusiic Law 489—S. 1834 


To authorize certain retired commissioned officers of the Coast Guard to use the 
commissioned grade authorized them by the law under which they retired, in 
the computation of their retired pay under the provisions of the Career Com- 
pensation Act of 1949 


In effect this new law permits 21 Coast Guard officers who were 
placed on the retired list with the rank and retired pay of one grade 
above that actually held at the time of retirement, to draw retired 
pay under the Career Compensation Act in the higher grade in which 


retired. 





Pusiic Law 490—H. R. 8107 
To amend the Armed Forces Reserve Act of 1952, as amended 


The principal purpose of this law is to equalize the pay received by 
persons undergoing active duty for training of 6 months under the 
new Reserve program with the pay received by members of the Nation- 
al Guard who per form active duty for training. The act also extends 
the protection of Public Law 108, 81st Congress, rel: ating to disability 
and death benefits, to reservists performing 6 months of active duty 
for training. 

Pusiic Law 497—H. R. 9428 
To provide for the procurement of medical and dental officers of the Army, Navy, 
Air Force, and Public Health Service 


This law provided additional constructive credit for physicians and 
dentists entering on active duty, permitted this constructive credit to 
count for longevity and pay purposes, and increased the special pay 
for physicians and dentists from $100 to $150 per month, at the end 
of 2 years of active duty; to $200 per month at the end of 6 years of 
active duty; and to $250 per month at the end of 10 years of active duty. 
It should have a noticeable effect in attracting and retaining physi- 
cians and dentists in the armed services on a career basis. 


Pus.tic Law 521—S. 687 


To provide for the conveyance of Camp Livingston, Camp Beauregard, and Esler 
Field, La., to the State of Louisiana, and for other purposes 


The purpose of this law is to authorize and direct the Secretary of 
the Army to convey Camp Livingston, Camp Beauregard, and Esler 
Field, La., to the State of Louisiana. 


Pusiic Law 523—H. R. 7993 


To authorize the construction and conversion of certain naval vessels, and for 
other purposes 


This legislation authorizes the construction of patrol vessels. 
Pusiic Law 547—H. R. 8904 


To amend certain laws relating to the grade of certain personnel of the army, 
Navy, Air Force, and Marine Corps upon retirement 


This extremely important law authorizes commissioned officers to 
be retired in their highest temporary grade satisfactorily served with- 
out regard to qualifying dates. Army and Air Force officers who 
serve 6 months or more in grade will be entitled to retire in their 
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highest temporary grade. Navy and Marine — officers were 
granted this right to retire in the highest grade satisfactorily served 
under previous legislation. In addition, the new act corrects certain 
injustices which existed in previous laws with regard to personnel 
who served in higher temporary grades but who attained these grades 
after June 50, 1946. 


Pusiic Law 558—H. J. Res. 261 


Authorizing the Secretary of the Army to donate surplus supplies and equipment 
for memorial purposes to The Citadel, Charleston, 8. C. 


This law authorizes the Secretary of the Army to donate to The 
Citadel, the Military College of South Carolina, such ordnance field 
pieces (tanks and guns) used in World War II or during the Korean 
conflict and captured enemy materiel as are available and determined 
by him to be appropriate for use by that college for memorial purposes. 


PusLic Law 569—H. R. 9429 
To provide medical care for dependents of members of the uniformed services 


This act is one of the most important and far-reaching acts consid- 
ered by this Congress which established by statute the entitleme nt to 
medical care for dependents of service personnel in service facili- 
ties. In addition, the new law ogee the Secretary of Defense to 
enter into an insurance, group health, or medical service plan or plans 
whereby wives and children of active ieee personnel may receive hos- 
‘va il care and other related benefits in civilian facilities where service 

facilities were not available or adequate. The act will become etfective 
on December 7, 1956. The implementation of this law will remedy 
a situation which has brought about considerable complaint from 
service personnel, At present 40 percent of the dependents of service 
personnel do not have medical care in service facilities available to 
them. 

PusLic Law 576—H. R. 5268 


To amend section 803 of the Career Compensation Act of 1949, to authorize the 
payment of mileage allowances for overland travel by private conveyance 
outside the continental limits of the United States 


Enactment of this legislation will eliminate considerable delay in 
the payment of this allowance and will permit the establishment of a 
more simplified mileage system for travel performed outside the 
continental United States in privately owned conveyances. 


Pusiic Law 580—H. R. 2216 


To amend the act of June 19, 1948, relating to the retention in the service of 
disabled commissioned officers and warrant officers of the Army and Air 
Force 


This law amended the act of June 19, 1948, with regard to the reten- 
tion on active duty of disabled commissioned officers and warrant 
officers of the Army and Air Force. Enactment of this law removed 
certain discrimination which had existed with regard to the extent of 
hospitalization of different types of officers. Under the new act the 
President may retain on active duty disabled commissioned oflicers 
and warrant officers of the Army and Air Force until their physical 
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reconstruction has reached a point where they will not be further bene- 
tited ina military or Veterans’ Administration hospital. 


PUBLIC LAW 581—H. R. 4229 
To provide running mates for certain staff corps officers in the naval service 


This law amended the Officer Personnel Act. It provided a new 
system for establishing running mates for certain staff corps officers 
and eliminated the fanning process which had heretofore existed for 
these officers and which in many cases worked an inequity insofar as 
promotion and seniority was concerned. 

PusLic LAw 582—H. R. 4437 
Relating to the withholding for State employee retirement system purposes on 
the compensation of certain civilian employees of the National Guard and the 

Air National Guard 

This act authorizes Federal disbursing officers to make deductions 
from the wages and salaries earned by certain employees of the Na- 
tional Guard and Air National Guard for payment into State and 
Territorial civil-service retirement systems. Civilian employees of 
the National Guard and Air National Guard are employees of the 
States or Territories even though they are paid directly from moneys 
appropriated by the Federal Government. Since these employees are 
paid by Federal disbursing officers, it has not been possible for the 
States to make the necessary payroll deductions of the employee’s con- 
tribution into State retirement systems. With the enactment of this 
law, Federal disbursing officers can make deductions for payments 
into State retirement systems for employees of the Army and Air 
National Guard. 


PuBLIc LAW 584—H. R. 4704 


To provide for the examination preliminary to promotion of officers 
of the naval service 

The purpose of this law is to revise the provisions of law govern- 
ing the mental, moral, and professional examination of officers of the 
naval service to provide more flexibility in their administration. These 
laws are outdated, and this act reenacts some provisions of law rela- 
tive to professional examination of officers in the naval service and 
places the authority in the Secretary of the Navy to determine the 
necessary professional qualifications for promotion. 


Punstic Law 585—H. R. 8477 


To amend title II of the Women’s Armed Services Integration Act of 1948, by 
providing flexibility in the distribution of women officers in the grades of com- 
mander and lieutenatnt commander 
Under the new law, when the authorized number of line commanders 

is less than the maximum permitted by law, the difference may be 

applied to increase the number of line female lieutenant commanders. 

This flexibility grants women line officers of the Navy the same provi- 

sions of law applicable to male officers. In addition, under the new 

law, women officers in the grade of lieutenant in the Navy, for the next 

4 years, may be retained on active duty until they have completed 15 

years of active commissioned service in lieu of the normal 13 years of 

active commissioned service authorized. Likewise, the new law erants 














20 REPORT ON ACTIVITIES OF ARMED SERVICES COMMITTEE 


permanent authority for the temporary promotion of women officers of 
the grade of ensign of the Navy and lieutenant in the Marine Corps to 
the temporary or: -ade of lieutenant (jg.), or first lieutenant, prior to the 
completion of 3 years of service. 


PusLic Law 598—H. R. 4363 


Authorizing the conveyance of certain property of the United States to the State 
of New Mexico 


The purpose of this legislation is to authorize and direct the Secre- 
tary of the Army to convey to the State of New Mexico a portion of the 
former Bruns General Hospital site to the State of New Mexico. The 
property would be used for the training and support of the National 
Guard of New Mexico and for other military purposes. 


Pusiic LAw 599—H. R. 6724 


To provide that no fee shall be charged a veteran for furnishing him a copy of his 
discharge or a copy of his certificate of service 


This law permits a discharged veteran, released under honorable 
conditions, to receive a copy of his disch: arge certificate or a copy of 
his certificate of service in the Armed Forces without payment of fee. 


Pusiic Law 601—H. R. 5516 


To amend section 306 of the Army and Air Force Vitalization and Retirement 
Equalization Act of 1948 to provide that service as an Army field clerk or as 
a field clerk, Quartermaster Corps, shall be counted for purposes of retirement 
under title III of that act 


The purpose of this act is stated fully in the title of the bill. 
Pusiic Law 605—H. R. 8709 


To continue the effectiveness of the act of July 17, 1953 (67 Stat. 177), as 
amended 


The purpose of Public Law 605 is to continue the statutory authority 
for the Secretaries of the military departments to construct, expand, 
rehabilitate, and convert plants, privately or publicly owned, which 
may be necessary for defense production or mobilization purposes, 
and to provide for the maintenance, storage, and operation of such 
plants, equipment, and tools. This authority is required in order to 
meet military-production needs that are current, or which would be 
created by war. 

This act extends the existing authority until July 1, 1957, unless 
sooner terminated by a concurrent resolution of the C ongress or by 
the termination of the present national emergency declared by the 
President on December 16, 1950. 


PusLic Law 606—H. R. 9838 


To authorize transfer of officers of the Nurse Corps of the Regular Navy and 
Naval Reserve to the Medical Service Corps of the Navy, and for other 
purposes 


This act permits the transfer of certain members of the Regular 
Navy and Navy Reserve Nurses Corps with specialties as dietici: ins, 


physie ‘al therapists, or occupational therapists to the Medical Service 
‘orps of the Regular Navy. 
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Pusiic Law 610—H. R. 3744 


To amend an act of July 1, 1947, to grant military leave of absence with pay to 
substitute employees in the postal field service 


The purpose of this law is to grant military leave of absence with 
pay to substitute employees in the postal field service. Before enact- 
ment of this statute substitute employees of the postal field service 
were the only officers and employees of the United States or of the 
District of Columbia who were not entitled to leave of absence with 
pay in order to perform annual active training duty with the military 
services. Consequently, this act places these employees on the same 
basis as all other employees of the Government, whether they be per- 
manent, temporary, indefinite, or substitute employees of the Post 
Office Department, insofar as annual leave for military training is 
concerned, 

Pusiic Law 614—H. R. 2106 
To provide that the enlistment contracts or periods of obligated service of 
members of the Armed Forces shall not terminate by reason of appointment 


as cadets or midshipmen at the Military, Naval, Air Force, or Coast Guard 
Academies, or as midshipmen in the Naval Reserve, and for other purposes 


This act provides that members of the Armed Forces who are ap- 
ointed to = military academies or as midshipmen in the Naval 
Reserve or as cadets at the United States Coast Guard Academy, from 

enlisted sates, in any of the Armed Forces, will have a contingent 
enlisted status while continuing as cadets or midshipmen. In the 
event of separation prior to graduation, these persons will revert to 
their enlitsed status and be continued in such enlisted status for the 
remainder of their obligated service. 


PusLic LAW 617—H. R. 8102 


To provide for the disposition of moneys arising from deductions made from 
carriers on account of the loss of or damage to military or naval material in 
transit, and for other purposes 


The purpose of this legislation is to provide uniform procedures 
among the three military departments with respect to the disposition 
of amounts recovered from common carriers incident to the loss of or 
damage to military or naval material in transit. 


Pusiic Law 620—H. R. 8693 


To amend the Career Compensation Act of 1949, as amended, in relation to the 
refund of reenlistment bonuses 


This repeals that portion of the Career Compensation Act which 
required an individual who had not fulfilled a reenlistment contract 
to repay the portion of his reenlistment bonus which he received “less 
any amount paid in Federal or State income taxes on such refundable 
part.” The last-mentioned portion was repealed since it has proved 
almost impossible of administration. 


Pusitic Law 626—H. R. 8922 
To provide for the relief of certain members of the uniformed services 


This law validated certain reenlistment payments made to approxi- 
mately 20,000 persons who reenlisted in the uniformed services after 
October 1, 1949. The Comptroller General ruled that these individ- 
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uals had entered into a second reenlistment rather than a first reenlist- 
ment, which reduced the amount of bonus to which they were entitled. 
Since 20,000 enlisted personnel had already received the larger amount, 
the law validated the payment made to them. 


PusLic Law 638—S. 2771 


To authorize the Secretary of Defense to lend certain Army, Navy, and Air Force 
equipment and provide certain services to the Boy Scouts of America for use 
at the Fourth National Jamboree of the Boy Scouts of America, and for 
other purposes 


This law authorizes the Secretary of Defense to lend certain military 
equipment to the Boy Scouts of America for use at the Fourth National 
Jamboree to be held at Valley Forge, Pa., during June—July 1957. 


Pusiic Law 644—H. R. 5590 


To amend the act entitled “‘An act to recognize the high public service rendered 
by Maj. Walter Reed and those associated with him in the discovery of the 
cause and means of transmission of yellow fever,’ by including therein the 
name of Gustaf E. Lambert 


Gustaf E. Lambert was the sole nurse who cared for the experimental 
vellow-fever cases and even offered himself for inoculation in con- 
nection with the experiments. Major Reed did not permit Mr. Lambert 
to be inoculated because he considered his services as a nurse to be 
indispensable to the success of the experiments. 


Pustic Law 665—S. 3307 


To amend section 9 (d) of the Universal Military Training and Service Act to 
authorize jurisdiction in the Federal courts in certain reemployment cases 
This law authorizes reemployment rights for training duty reservists 

to be enforced in Federal courts. 


Pusiic Law 676—H. R. 9952 


To provide a lump-sum readjustment payment for members of the Reserve 
components who are involuntarily released from active duty 

The purpose of this act is to provide a readjustment payment to 
reservists who are involuntarily released from active duty after having 
served 5 continuous years. The law provides that such reservists will 
be entitled to one-half of 1 month’s pay for each year they have served 
on active duty. 

Pustic Law 693—H. R. 8552 

To authorize the Secretary of the Navy to grant to the town of Chincoteague, 

Va., permanent easements on certain lands for the purpose of taking subter- 

ranean water 

The purpose of this act is to authorize the Secretary of the Navy to 
grant to the town of Chincoteague, Va., permanent easements over 
certain land under the control of the Department of the Navy in 
order to enable the town to take, on a permanent basis, subterranean 
water. The land involved constitutes a portion of the naval air 
station and the naval ordnance test station, Chincoteague, Va. 
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PusLic LAW 7T06—S. 1961 


To provide for the conveyance of part of Ethan Allen Air Force Base, Colchester, 


Vt., to the State of Vermont, and for other purposes 


The purpose of this law is to authorize and direct the Secretary of 
the Air Force to convey to the State of Vermont all the right, title, 
and interest of the United States in and to certain land comprising a 
part of the Ethan Allen Air Force Base. The State of Vermont is to 
utilize the property for the purpose of the training of the National 
Guard of Vermont and for other military purposes. 


ey 


PUBLIC LAW TOT—S. 2772 
To authorize the Secretary of Defense to lend certain Army, Navy, and Air Force 
equipment and to provide transportation and other services to the Boy Scouts 
of America in connection with the World Jamboree of Boy Scouts to be held 
in England in 1957, and for other purposes 


This act authorizes the Secretary of Defense to lend certain mili- 
tary equipment and to provide transportation and other services to 
the soy Scouts of America in connection with their World Jamboree 


to be held in England in 1957. 
PuBLIC LAw 710—S. 3723 


To authorize the Secretary of the Navy to convey certain land in the county of 
Alameda, Calif., and to accept other land in exchange therefor 


The purpose of this measure is to authorize an exchange of lands 
between the Federal Government and the State of California which 
will enable the construction of another traflic tube under the estuary 
between Oakland and Alameda. 


Pusiic Law 713—H. R. 5657 


To allow the use of certain property in Volusia County, Fla., for civil-defense 
purposes without payment of compensation to the United States 


The purpose of this measure is to allow the Volusia County Civil 
Defense Control Center to use for civil-defense purposes, without 
payment of compensation to the United States, certain real property 
which was conveyed to the Board of Public Instruction of Volusia 
County by the War Assets Administration, on behalf of the United 
States, by deed dated May 14, 1948. 


Pusiic Law 719—H. R. 9660 


To direct the Secretary of the Army or his designee to convey an 11'4-acre tract 
of land situated in the vicinity of Williamsburg, Va., to the State of Virginia 


The purpose of the act is to authorize the Secretary of the Army or 
his designee to convey 11.25 acres of the Armed Forces Experimental 
Training Activity, Camp Peary, near Williamsburg, Va., to the State 
of Virginia for the training of the National Guard and for other mili- 
tary purposes. The conveyance is to be without consideration but on 
condition that the property shall be used for these purposes and subject 
to certain reservations, including the reservation of rights of ingress 
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and egress, and other rights-of-way required in connection with the 
use of the Armed Forces Experimental Training Activity. The bill 
reserves mineral rights, including oil and gas, and the right of reentry 
and use during a national emergency. 


Pusitic LAw 729—H. R. 2452 


To provide for the conveyance of certain lands by the United States to the State 
of Wisconsin 


This law authorizes and directs the Secretary of the Army to convey 
to the State of Wisconsin all the right, title, and interest of the United 
States in and to the La Crosse National Guard Target Range, La Crosse 
County, Wis., Camp Williams Army Airfield, and Camp Williams 
Army Airfield Radio Range, in Juneau County, Wis., for National 
Guard purposes. 


Pusiic Law 737—H. R. 11683 


To authorize permanent appointments in the Armed Forces of the United States 


This is another extremely important law dealing with the personnel 
of our Armed Forces. Under this act, the regular authorized officer 
strength of the Army has been increased from 30,600 to 49,500. The 
authorized Regular officer strength of the Air Force has been increased 
from 27,500 to 69,425. The new law sets up a system for transfer from 
the Reserve Forces or from civilian life to the Regular Army or 
Regular Air Force. Likewise, the existing authority for the Navy 
and the Marine C orps to transfer officers to the Regular Forces has 
been extended without a limiting date. This new law is expected to 
vastly improve personnel stability among officers in our Armed Forces. 


PusBiico Law 740—S. 976 


To provide for the release of the right, title, and interest of the United States in 
a certain tract or parcel of land conditionally granted by it to the city of 
Montgomery, W. Va. 

The purpose of this legislation is to authorize the Secretary of the 
Army to modify by appropriate written instrument the exception and 
reservation to the United States in the deed executed by the Secretary 
of War on December 13, 1938, pursuant to the act of Congress approved 
June 14, 1938 (52 Stat. 675). 


Pusiic Law 749—H. R. 9500 


To continue the effectiveness of the Missing Persons Act, as extended, until 
July 1, 1957 
This act extends the Missing Persons Act, which would otherwise 
expire on July 1, 1956, for another year 
Pusitic Law 763—H. R. 483 
To amend the Army-Navy-Public Health Service Medical Officer Procurement Act 
of 1947, so as to provide for appointment of doctors of osteopathy in the Medi- 


cal Corps of the Army and Navy 


This public law authorizes the Secretaries of the Army, Navy, and 
Air Force to commission osteopaths and appoint them as members of 
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the Medical Corps of the Army and Navy and designate them as 
medical officers in the Air Force. Under the law, to ‘be eligible for 
such an appointment, a doctor of osteopathy must ‘be a citizen of the 
United States, a graduate of a college of osteopathy whose graduates 
are eligible for license to practice medicine or surgery in a majority 
of the Sti utes, and must be licensed to practice medicine, surgery, or 
osteopathy in one of the States or Territories of the United States. In 
addition, any doctor of osteopathy so appointed must possess such 
qualific ations as the Secretar y may prescribe for his service after con- 
sidering recommendation for such appointment by the Surgeon Gen- 
eral of his particular service. In addition, the doctors of osteopathy 
so appointed must have completed a number of years of osteopathy and 
preosteopathy education equal to the number of years of medical and 
premedical prescribed for persons entering recognized schools of med- 
icine who became doctors of medicine and who would be qualified for 
appointment in the grade for which the doctor of osteopathy applies. 


Pus.ic Law 765—H. R. 2111 


To authorize the Secretary of the Army, the Navy, and the Air Force to cause 
to be published official registers for their respective services 


This act authorizes the Secretaries of the military services to publish 
official registers for their respective services. The publication of the 
Army and Navy registers is authorized in various laws, parts of 
laws, and resolutions dating back as far as 1812. This act repeals the 
miscellaneous statutes and enacts one uniform provision of law ap- 
plicable to all the armed services, giving the Secretaries of all the 
services authority to publish official registers containing the names of 
and pertinent data relating to such officers of the Regular and Reserve 
components. 

Pusiic Law 770—-H. R. 9246 


To amend the Armed Forces Leave Act of 1946 by authorizing payments to 
survivors of former members for unused leave credit 


Under a previous law, no survivor could be paid for the unused leave 
credited to the former member who died prior to settlement of his 
account. ‘This has worked a hardship for at least 1,005 known claims. 
Under the new law, survivors will be paid for the unused leave to 
the credit of service members who were discharged, or retired, and 
who died prior to the time their accounts were settled. 


Pusiic Law 771—H. R. 6729 

To provide that the Secretary of the Navy shall appoint certain former members 

of the Navy and Marine Corps to the Fleet Reserve or Fleet Marine Corps 

Reserve, and thereafter transfer such members to the appropriate retired 

list 

This permits persons to be transferred to the Fleet Reserve and 
qualify for retirement pay upon the completion of 30 years of service, 
including service that would otherwise have been in the Fleet Reserve, 
if they completed a total of 20 years of service prior to 1946, even 
though all active service was not in the naval service. After 1946, 
all active service counted for purposes of qualifying for transfer to 
the Fleet Reserve and eventual retirement pay. ‘Thus the new legisla- 
tion permits active duty in other branches of the service to be counted 
in computing the necessary 20 years of active duty. 
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Pusiic Law 774—H. R. 8290 


To provide for the appointment and promotion of the director and assistant 
directors of the band of the United States Marine Corps 


Under the new law, the director of the Marine Corps Band will 
originally be appointed by the President in the grade of captain, and 
two assistant directors will be appointed in the grade of lieutenant. 
These officers will be commissioned officers, confirmed by the Senate. 
Thereafter, their promotion will be in accordance with regulations 
prescribed by the Secretary of the Navy, but the director may not be 
above the grade of lieutenant colonel, and the assistant directors may 
not be above the grade of captain. In effect, the new legislation au- 
thorizes one additional assistant director and gives the director and 
assistant directors military grade and rank. 


Pusiic LAw 775—H. R. 7611 


To establish a date of rank for pay purposes for certain Naval Reserve officers 
promoted to the grades of lieutenant and lieutenant commander 

This provides relief for 2,880 Naval Reserve officers who were pro- 
moted under the provisions of the Naval Reserve Act of 1938 and who 
were thus paid from the date of rank stated in the commissions or the 
date upon which they reported for active duty, whichever was later. 
The Comptroller General ruled that these officers should have been 

sromoted under the Temporary Promotion Act of 1941 and thus were 
only entitled to the pay and allowances of the higher grade from the 
date upon which their appointments were actually signed by the Presi- 
dent. Since these officers actually served in the higher grades, this 
law was enacted to provide relief for the officers who otherwise would 
have been required to repay various sums of money to the Govern- 
ment. 


Pusiic LAw 776—H. R. 9802 


To amend the provisions of the Revised Statutes relating to physical examina- 
tions preliminary to promotion of officers of the naval service 


Eliminates the necessity of having naval officers examined by a 
board of naval surgeons prior to being promoted to the next higher 
erade. Enactment of this law will reduce an administrative burden 
and will not result in a lowering of physical standards. 


PusLic LAw 777—H. R. 7646 
To authorize the Secretary of the military departments and the Secretary of the 
Treasury with respect to the Coast Guard, to incur expenses incident to the 
representation of their personnel before judicial tribunals and administrative 
agencies of any foreign nation 


This law authorizes the Secretaries of the military services to employ 
counsel and pay counsel fees, court costs, bail, and other expenses inci- 
dent to the representation before judici: al tribunals and administrative 
agencies of any foreign nation for persons subject to the Uniform Code 
of Military Justice. This act, therefore, covers substanti: ally all per- 
sons serving with, employed by, or accompanying the Armed Forces of 
the United States abroad. The act is a means of supplementing the 





REPORT ON ACTIVITIES OF ARMED SERVICES COMMITTEE 2 





protection given to all servicemen by the NATO Status of Forces 
Agreement. 
Pustic LAw TSO—H. R. 8407 
To require enlisted members of the Armed Forces to make up time lost during 
enlistments 

This law repeals several existing statutes concerning the require- 
ment for enlisted men of the military services to make up time lost by 
reason of their own misconduct and enacts one uniform statute apply- 
ing to all of the military services. 


Pusiic LAw 785—H. R. 10683 


To amend the Dependents Assistance Act of 1950, so as to provide punishment 
for fraudulent acceptance of benefits thereunder 


The purpose of this law is fully stated in the title of the bill. 


Puptic LAw S06—S. 3852 


To provide for the disposal of the Government-owned synthetic research labora- 


tories at Akron, Ohio 


This law authorizes the transfer to the General Services Adminis 
tration of the Government-owned synthetic-rubber laboratories at 
Akron, Ohio, from the National Science Foundation and also author- 
izes General Services Administration to otfer them for sale to private 
enterprise under the Federal Property and Administrative Services 
Act. The sales price must be not less than the highest value placed 
on the laboratories by any Government agency that could make sub- 
stantive use of the laboratories. 


Puslic LAw 217—H. R. 8047 

Granting authority to the Secretary of the Army to renew the license of the 

Ira D. MacLachlan Post, No. 3, The American Legion, Sault St. Marie, Mich., 

to use a certain parcel of land in Fort Brady Reservation 

The purpose of the act is to authorize and direct the Secretary of the 
Army to grant to the Ira D. MacLachlan Post, No. 3, the American 
Legion, Sault Ste. Marie, Mich., a license for a period of 15 years to 
occupy and use Government land, with a building thereon, at the St. 
Marys Falls Canal project, Michigan, without payment of a monetary 
consideration, 

Pubtic Law 819—H. R. 9081 

To direct the Secretary of the Army or his designee to convey a 2.915-acre tract 

of land situated about 6 miles south of the city of San iolenie. in Bexar 

County, Tex., to the State of Texas 

The purpose of the act is to authorize the Secretary of the Army or 
his designee to convey the former Department of Agriculture nursery 
site near San Antonio, Bexar C ounty, Tex., to the State of Texas for 
the training of the National Guard and for other miiltary purpeses, 
the conveyance to be without monetary consideration therefor but on 
condition that the property shall be used for these purposes, and 
subject to certain reservations including the reservation of mineral 
rights and the right of reentry and use during a national emergency. 
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PUBLIC LAw 823—H. R. 2121 
To provide for the relief of certain members of the Armed Forces who were 
required to pay certain transportation charges covering shipment of their 
household goods and personal effects upon return from overseas, and for 
other purposes 
The purpose of this legislation is to afford relief for certain military 
personnel who, on their return from an overseas or Alaskan tour of 
duty, were charged with transportation, packing, crating, temporary 
storage, drayage, and unpacking of household goods and personal 
effects for poundage i in excess of 9 ,000 pounds net. Certain provisions 
of the Joint Travel Regulations covering weight limit: ations on ship- 
ments of household goods, established pursuant to the Career Com- 
pensation Act of 1949, were limited by the Appropriation Acts of 
1953 and 1954. 
PuBLic Law 845—H. R. 7290 


To authorize female Reserve officers of the Army or Air Force appointed as 
nurses or women medical specialists to be members of the Army National 
Guard of the United States or Air National Guard of the United States, as 
appropriate 


This law authorizes the appointment of female officers as nurses or 
women medical specialists in the Army National Guard of the United 
States or Air National Guard of the United States. 


PuBLic LAw 872—H. R. 9699 
To provide for the conveyance to the State of Oregon of the land and improve- 


ments known as the Clackamas National Guard target range, at Clackamas, 
Oreg., to be used for National Guard purposes 


The purpose of the act is to authorize the Secretary of the Army to 
convey 233.91 acres of Government-owned land in Clackamas County, 
Oreg., now used by the State of Oregon National Guard as a firing 
range and storage depot, to the State of Oregon, the conveyance to be 
without consideration therefor and on condition that it shall be used 
for military purposes only and subject to the reservation of all mineral 
rights, including gas and oil, and the right of re-entry and use of the 
property during a national emergency. 


Pusiic Law S879—H. R. 5738 


os 


To authorize flight instruction during Reserve Officers Training Corps programs 


The purpose of this law is to authorize flight training in the ROTC 
programs of the Army, the Navy, and the Air Force. A secondary 
purpose is to provide death and disability benefits for ROTC students 
who may be killed or injured while participating in ROTC training. 

This act will authorize the military services to give flight training 
to ROTC students while still in college. The law expires in 4 years so 
that at that time the Congress can evaluate the training authorized 
by the law and determine whether the act should be reenacted or 
modified. 

ROTC students are covered by other law for disability or death in- 
curred while participating in the Heiea summer camp or cruise which 
is required for third- and fourth-y ROTC cadets. The act does 
not authorize disability or death benefits for any student killed or 
injured during the institutional phase of his training. Consequently, 
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death or disability benefits under this act are limited to those incurred 
while in actual flight training. 


Pusitic Law 902—H. R. 9970 


To provide for the disposition of the Stockton Air Force Station and the Stockton 
Annex, Sharpe General Depot, Calif. 


This law combines the provisions of H. R. 7761, a bill to provide for 
the conveyance of a portion of the Sharpe General Depot, Calif., to the 
Stockton Port District, and H. R. 9970 into one land-transfer action. 
The House of Representatives passed H. R. 7761 on February 6, 1956, 
authorizing the conveyance by quitclaim deed of approximately 21.59 
acres of land located within the Stockton Annex area of the Sh: arpe 
General Depot Military Reservation. On June 5, 1956, the House 
passed H. R. 9970, authorizing the transfer of an additional 96.85 acres, 
by quitclaim deed, located at ‘the Stockton Annex. The total ac reage 
involved in the Army property involved in these two bills equals 118.44 
acres comprising the entire Stockton Annex of the Sharpe General 
Depot. 

PusLic Law 917—S. 1637 


To extend the time limit within which awards of certain military and naval 
decorations may be made 


The purpose of this act is to extend the time limit within which 
awards of certain military and naval decorations may be made. The 
act authorizes an additional year for recommendations to be filed, and 
2 years in which time recommendations already received, or to be 
received, will be processed and awarded for services performed be- 
tween June 27, 1950, and July 27, 1953 


Pusiic Law 928—H. R. 10432 


To amend further the Federal Civil Defense Act of 1950, as amended, to authorize 
the Administrator to pay travel expenses and per diem allowances to trainees 
in attendance at the National Civil Defense Staff College, and for other 
purposes 


The purpose of this act is to expressly authorize the Federal Civil 
Defense Administration to pay travel expenses and per diem allow- 
ances in lieu of subsistence for students in attendance at civil defense 
training courses conducted at the Federal Civil Defense Statt College 
at Battle Creek, Mich., and the rescue training courses at Olney, Md. 


PuBLIc LAw 929—H. R. 5519 


To authorize the Secretary of the Army to convey certain tracts of land in El Paso 
County, Tex., to the city of El Paso, Tex., in exchange for certain lands to be 
conveyed by the city of El Paso, Tex., to the United States Government 
This measure authorizes an exchange of lands between the United 

States, acting through the Secretary “of the Army, and the city of 


E] Paso, Tex 
Pustic Law 948—H. R. 11613 


An act to extend the time limit within which naval vessels may be loaned to 
friendly far eastern nations 


This measure proposes to extend from December 31, 1956, until June 
30, 1957, the time period within which the P1 esident is authorized to 
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lend not to exceed 25 vessels not larger than the destroyer type to 
friendly far eastern nations. 


Pustic Law 955—S. 1135 


An act to amend the act entitled “An act to establish Civil Air Patrol as a civilian 
auxiliary of the United States Air Force and to authorize the Secretary of the 
Air Force to extend aid to Civil Air Patrol in fulfillment of its objectives, and 
for other purposes 


The purpose of this act is to extend the benefits of the Federal Em- 
ployees’ Compensation Act to senior members of the Civil Air Patrol, 
who are injured or disabled, and to the survivors of those who are 
killed, while engaged in activities authorized by the Air Force for the 
benefit of the United States. Eligibility for benefits under this act 
would be made retroactive to the organization of the Civil Air Patrol 
in 1941, but payments based on entitlement to FECA benefits would 
be authorized only after the date of enactment of this law. No retro- 
active payments are authorized by the statute, and the assumed Wage 
base for FECA payment computation is $300. 


PUBLIC LAW 968—H. R. 12270 
To authorize certain construction at military installations, and for other purposes 


The purpose of this bill is to provide construction and other related 
authority for the military departments within and outside the United 
States. 

Pusiic LAw 975—H. R. 8157 


To provide for the burial in the Memorial Amphitheater of the National Ceme- 
tery at Arlington, Va., of the remains of an unknown American who lost his life 
while serving overseas in the Armed Forces of the United States during the 
Korean conflict 
The gurpase of this law ts to authorize and direct the Secretary of 

Defense (1) to return to the United States the remains of an American 

who lost his life while serving overseas in the Armed Forces of the 

United States during the Korean conflict and whose identity has not 

been established, and (2) to provide for the | murial, with appropriate 

ceremonies, of this unknown American in the National Cemetery at 

Arlington, Va., near or beside the remains of the unknown soldier of 

the First World War. The law fixes the date for such ceremonies to 

be on Memorial Day, May 30, 1958. 


PuBLIc Law 995—H. R. 9506 


To provide for the conveyance of La Puntilla Military Reservation, San Juan, 
P. R., to the Commonwealth of Puerto Rico 


The purpose of the act is to authorize and direct the Secret: ry of 


the Army to convey 3.24 acres of land together with improvements 
thereon known as La Puntilla Milit: ary Reservation in the city of 
San Juan, P. R., to the Commonwealth of Puerto Rico without mone- 


tary consideration therefor. 





€ 
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Private LAws 
PrivaTE Law 126—S. 2078 (H. R. 6616) 


To permit a retired officer of the Navy to be emploved in a command status in 
connection with Antarctic expeditions 


The legislation sets aside existing provisions of law relating to the 
employment on active duty of retired officers of the Navy so as to 
permit the Secretary of the Navy to avail himself of the services of 
Capt. George J. Dufek, United States Navy, in a command status in 
connection with Antarctic expeditions, such command status to be 
exercised by Captain Dufek after he has been placed on the retired 
list of the Navy with the rank of rear admiral. 


Private Law 412—Hovse Joint RESOLUTION 251 


To authorize the President to issue posthumously to the late Seymour Richard 
Belinky, a flight officer in the United States Army, a commission as second 
lieutenant, United States Army, and for other purposes 


The purpose of this act is stated in the title. 


Private Law 489-——H. R. 7628 


To authorize the appointment in a civilian position in the White House office of 
Maj. Gen. John Stewart Bragdon, United States Army, retired, and for other 
purposes 


This law is necessary because the 1894 dual-employment statute 
requires the enactment of special le welation to enable retired military 
personnel whose retired pay exceeds $2,500 a year to accept Federal 


civilian employment. This law will authorize the appointment in a 
civilian position of Maj. Gen. John Stewart Bragdon, United States 
Army, retired, to be employed as Coordinator of “Public Works Plan- 


ning in the White House Office. 
PRIVATE Law 538—S. 1271 
To authorize the appointment in a civilian position in the Department of Justice 
of Brig. Gen. Edwin B. Howard, United States Army, retired 
This private law was necessary because of section 2 of the act of 
July 31, 1894, the Dual Employment Act. 
PRIVATE Law 539—S. 1272 
To authorize the appointment in a civilian position in the Department of Justice 
of Maj. Gen. Frank H. Partridge, United States Army, retired 
This private law was necessary because of section 2 of the act of 
July 31, 1894, the Dual Employment Act. 
Private LAw 850—H. R. 6794 
To authorize Maj. Gen. Kearie L. Berry, United States Army, retired, to accept 
and wear the Philippine Legion of Honor in the degree of commander, and 
supporting documents conferred upon him by the Government of the Philippines 
This bill, as reported to the House, was amended in the body and 
in the title to read “A bill to authorize certain members and former 
members of the Armed Forces of the United States to accept and wear 
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decorations, and supporting documents conferred upon them by the 
Government of the Philippines.” As amended, the title describes the 
purposes of this act. 
PRIVATE LAW 854—S. 2567 
To authorize the appointment and retirement of Darrell C. Williams as a lieu- 
tenant commander, United States Navy 


The purpose of this law is stated in the title of the bill. 


PRIVATE LAW SSS—H. R. 9679 


To authorize the Secretary of the Army to dispose of a certain parcel of land, 
a part of Fort Belvoir Accotink Dam site military reservation 

The purpose of the measure is to direct the Secretary of the Army to 
convey to the Crestwood Construction Corp., for a fair value to be 
determined by the Secretary, 2.9178 acres of Government-owned land 
in Fairfax County, Va. The bill also provides that the United States 
will reserve a temporary easement for a roadway over 0.3096 acre of 
the land to be conveyed and a perpetual easement for a roadway over 
0.2096 acre of the land to be conve ‘ved. 


PRIVATE LAW 892—H. R. 11677 


To provide for the advancement of Maj. Gen. Hanford MacNider, United States 
Army Reserve (retired), to the grade of lieutenant general on the retired list 


This act provides for the advancement on the retired list of Maj. 
Gen. Hanford MacNider, United States Army Reserve (retired) to 
the grade of lieutenant general. 


REPORT OF THE SUBCOMMITTEE FOR SPECIAL INVESTIGATIONS (1ST 
AND 2D SESS., 84TH CONG., JANUARY 25, 1955, TO JULY 27, 1956) 


Under the authority of House Resolution 112, passed January 27, 
1955, the Subcommittee for Special Investigations was appointed to 
invest “ and study the following matters: 

. Relating to the procurement, use, and disposition of materiel, 
ee supplies, and services, and the acquisition, use, and 
disposition of real property, by or within. the Department of 
Defense: 

Relating to the military and civilian personnel under the 
—— of the Department of Defense: 

. Involving the laws, regulations, and directives administered 
by or within the Department of Defense; 

4. Involving the use of appropriated and nonappropriated 
funds by or w ithin the Department of Defense; and 

5. Relating to scientific research and development in support of 
the armed services. 

The chairman of the House Armed Services Committee (Hon. Carl 
Vinson) and the ranking minority member (Hon. Dewey Short) nomi- 
nated and appointed in accordance with House Armed Services Com- 
mittee Resolution 5, dated’ January 25, 1955, the following members 
from the majority and minority: 

Hon. F. Edward Hébert, Louisiana (chairman) 
Hon. Overton Brooks, Louisiana 

Hon. L. Mendel Rivers, South Carolina 

Hon. O. C. Fisher, Texas 
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Hon. Porter Hardy, Jr., Virginia 
Hon. George P. Miller, California 
Hon. William E. Hess, Ohio 

Hon. Leon H. Gavin, Pennsylvania 
Hon. Paul Cunningham, lowa 

Hon. William H. Bates, Massachusetts 
Hon. Charles P. Nelson, Maine 

House Resolution 113, passed February 2, 1955, appropriated $150,- 
000 for expenses of the subcommittee. 

In accordance with the House Armed Services Committee Resolu- 
tion No. 5, special counsel was appointed by the chairman, and a staff 
selected. 

Rules for the conduct of the business of the subcommittee (in addi- 
tion to the Standing Rules of the House) were adopted. 





PUBLICATION OF INFORMATION AND SPECIAL RULES RELATING TO WITNESSES 
AND EXECUTIVE SESSIONS 


Shortly after its organization, the subcommittee amended its rule 
No. 7, to provide as follows: 


7. HEARINGS 


Open hearings shall be held in all matters under inquiry. If, in the opinion 
of the subcommittee, matters affecting national security are involved or open 
hearings might result in unwarranted injury to the reputation of witnesses, the 
subcommittee, by a majority vote, may direct that an executive hearing be held. 


The following amendment to the above rule was adopted February 
16,1955: 

Whenever any member of the executive department shall have business before 
the subcommittee, and matters affecting the national security shall be involved, 
it shall be the duty of such person or persons to advise the chairman of the 
subcommittee at least 24 hours in advance of his scheduled appearance of the 
contents of that portion of his proposed testimony which is classified, giving 
classification thereof and determination thereof in accordance with Executive 
Order 10501. 

Other classifications than those prescribed in Executive Order 10501 will not be 
considered by the subcommittee. 

Any witness presenting a prepared statement shall remove from it all classified 
material and shall place the same (if in writing) in a separate document with the 
classification clearly marked in accordance with Executive Order 10501. 

If no action is taken by a prospective witness, in accordance with this rule 
it will be presumed that there is no information to be discussed affecting the 
national security. 

Classifications, for the convenience of the executive department in the con- 
duct of its official business, having a similar designation to the classifications 
prescribed in Executive Order 10501, will not be considered by the subcommittee. 
In such matters as shall relate to executive policy, the official charged therewith 
shall give the same notice herein provided for matters affecting the national 
security. 


Three closed hearings were held during the first session for the 
Secretary of the Navy and two officers of the Bureau of Aeronautics. 
In the second session one closed hearing was held to hear the Chairman 
of the Joint Chiefs of Staff. 

No other witnesses were heard in closed hearings. 

Following the testimony of these four witnesses, in closed hearings, 
an expurgated edition of their testimony was incorporated in the pub- 
lished proceedings of the subcommittee. 
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All executive sessions listed in the statistics of the subcommittee were 
for discussion and transaction of subcommittee business. No testi- 
mony was taken and no witnesses were heard at any of them. 


STATISTICAL RECORD OF THE SUBCOMMITTEE 


During the first session (January 25-July 30, 1955), the subcom- 
mittee held 23 hearings (including 3 executive sessions). 

During the: same period, it held 9 sessions for the discussion and 
transaction of subcommittee business. 

During the second session (January 3, 1956 to date), the subcom- 
mittee held 36 sessions (of which 1 was an executive session). 

During the same period, there were 10 executive meetings for the 
discussion of subcommittee business, reports, and the like. 

The subcommittee traveled to 13 privately and Government-owned 
airframe-manufacturing plants on both the east and west coasts im 
connection with its inquiry into profits and production schedules of 
these contractors. 

The subcommittee issued 8 reports in the first session and 4 reports 
in the second session; 2 reports are awaiting publication. 

In the first session 5,069 folios of testimony were recorded by its 
official reporter. 

In the second session 6,136 folios of testimony were recorded by its 
official reporter. 

The published proceedings of the subcommittee constitute 3,500 
pages, in 2 volumes, 1 for each session of the Congress. 

There were 211 complaints received from Members of Congress 
and persons in official life—107 in the first session'and 104 to the date 
of this report—all of which were investigated and resolved. None 
was of such a nature that it required an official report of the sub- 
committee. 


Ist session to 2d session 


to July 31, 


1956 
NNN So $51, 762. 00 $29, 846. 20 
Official reporter, tr: ivel, supplie s, . tele phon e, ete 7, 446. 65 7, 148. 37 


The subcommittee had 7 acaiias during the first session and 8 
employees during the second session. 


SOME OF THE SUBJECTS CONSIDERED BY THE SUBCOMMITTEE 


i. nen titive purchase by Air Force of rocket launche Vs 

By the use of section 2 (c) (1) and the Korean National Emergency 
Proclamation of December 6, 1950 (still unrevoked), the Air Force 
undertook noncompetitive purchase by negotiation of papier-mache 
plastic-impregnated rocket launchers. The type of launcher and the 
process of manufacturing had been developed for the Navy Depart- 
ment which had paid the development costs. Three firms manufac- 
tured on competitive bid for the Navy Department. Only one of these 
firms was consulted by the Air Force. It let a single-source non- 
competitive contract. 

The matter was investigated by the subcommittee. Following our 
inquiry, a new procurement of the Air Force resulted in letting two 
contracts on open competitive bids. Half of the total requirement 
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was set aside for small business, The unit price on both these con- 

tracts was $16 less, in round figures, and in double the quantity, than 

the noncompetitive award. This procurement is still under study. 

2. Sales of commercial life insurance: Licensing of agents and com- 
panies for sales at foreign military installations and use of allot- 
ments 


This investigation was a continuation and extension of an inquiry 
begun in the 88d Congress which resulted in recommendations filed 
January 3, 1955, concerning abuses in the licensing of agents and 
companies for the sale of commercial life insurance on military reser- 
vations overseas. 

During the Ist session of the 84th Congress, this subcommittee con- 
cluded all phi ises of the i inquiry begun in the 83d Congress, and issued 
its report thereon on June 2, 1955 (p. 323). Thereafter on July 28 
and 29, 1955, the subcommittee ae an inquiry from all inter- 
ested groups representing both life-insurance companies and agents 
operating in continental United States and overseas (pp. 375-510) 
and, on August 22, 1955, issued its report and recommendations thereon 
(p- dil). 

The subcommittee recommendations of August 22, 1955, were taken 
up by the Department of Defense under the Secale of the Assistant 
Secretary for Personnel and Manpower. A symposium was con- 
ducted, at which the views of military commanders and company rep- 
resentatives were solicited for information and guidance. Thereafter 
the De partment of Defense implemented the findings and recommen- 
dations of the subcommittee and its own findings and caused to be 
issued, and there is now in effect, Department of Defense Instruction 
No. 1344.1, dated December 15, 1955, and Insurance Directive Part 151, 
dated April 19, 1956. 

In the case of overseas installations, as the subcommittee recom- 
mended, both companies and agents are required to qualify annually 
and the criteria is uniform. No longer is the determination of the 
financial stability of any company the responsibility of a field com- 
mander overseas. The licensing requirements for agents for overseas 
installations has been strengthened to bring it more in h: armony with 
the standards in continental United States. This undertaking, fol- 
lowing the report of the subcommittee market an unusual amount 
of cooperation and collaboration between the Assistant Secretary of 
the Department of Defense in charge of such matters, and the sub- 
committee, and resulted in a satisfactory solution. 


od, Spanish airbases 


The subcommittee has maintained a continuing interest in military 
and naval construction in Spain. Three public hearings have been 
held on this subject for the purpose of keeping informed on the pace 
of the program. Reports have been issued. The comments of the 
subcommittee have been made a part of the testimony taken at these 
three hearings. The construction program is a continuing interest of 
the subcommittee. 


Inve stigation of medical pi actices at Fort Dia. N.7. 


A special team of the subcommittee (under its authority conferred 
on it to conduct hearings with a member of the majority and a mem- 
ber of the minority) went to Fort Dix, N. J., and investigated condi- 
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tions resulting from an outbreak of three cases of overwhelming men- 
ingitis of the type known as the Waterhouse-Friderichsen syndrome. 
One of these cases was the subject of highly flamboyant news and edi- 
torial comment by a New York newspaper. The result of the cam- 
paign carried on by this newspaper was a serious deterioration of 
morale and a weakening of public confidence in the competence of the 
Army medical unit at Fort Dix. 

The subcommittee’s investigation was finalized at public hearings 
conducted at the United States courthouse at Foley Square in New 
York City. The results of the subcommittee’s findings are contained 
in its published report. The falsity of the charges was fully exposed, 
and contidence has been restored to parents and inductees at Fort Dix. 
db. Navy aircraft procurement program 

Following a statement by the Secretary of the Navy, made to the 
full Armed Services Committee of the House, concerning the pro 
curement of aircraft by ra Department of the Navy, the subcommittee 
was directed to conduct an inquiry. The Secretary appeared before 
the subcommittee at an executive session convened at his request. 
Only a small portion of his testimony was later found to contain clas- 
sified material and all of the testimony was released. The comments 
of the subcommittee appear throughout the testimony and in the pub- 
lished hearings. It was considered that no formal report was re- 
quired beyond the expression of the membership contained in the 
printed hearings. 

6. Wastein the armed se Puices 

Following the publication of an article in the Reader’s Digest, and 
the issuance of several reports by the Commission on Organization of 
the Executive Departments, co mmonly known as the Hoover Commis- 
sion, charging waste in the Military Establishment, the subcommittee 
conducted an inquiry of the exe ‘utive director of that organization. 
That testimony is pub lished. It appears from the testimony that the 
Reader's Digest article was “ planted” by employees of the Commission 
and timed to be issued coincident with a report of the Commission. 
The plan failed. There was a failure in the timing and a resulting 
embarrassment to the Commission. 

The subcommittee’s studies indicate that many of the cases of 
waste, to which reference was made by the Commission, had been 
exposed by the House Armed Services Investigation Subcommittee as 
long as 5 years previous. The subcommittee has been conducting an 
exchange with the Commission and with the armed services relating 
to these charges. 


Rubber-plant disposal program 

During the first session, the House Armed Services Committee had 
under consideration a report of the Commission for Disposal of 
Government Rubber Plants. A part of the program recommended by 
this Commission to Congress was challenged by unsuccessful bidders 
upon legal grounds. Special counsel of this subcommittee was assigned 
to this matter and presented the legal arguments thereon before 
the full House Armed Services Committee. The committee sustained 
the opinion of special counsel. This same opinion was supported by 
concurring opinions of the Comptroller General and counsel for the 
Rubber Dispos: al Commission. In the Senate this opinion was adopted 
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by amajority. During this time special counsel was not available for 
the conduct of this subcommittee’s business. 


8. Negotiated procurement study 


In October 1955, during recess of the Congress, the subcommittee 
assembled, analyzed, and reported on December 14, 1955, to the chair- 
man of the full Armed Services Committee on the operations of the 
Defense Department under the exception contained in section 2 (¢) (1) 
of the Armed Services Procurement Act of 1947 (Publie Law 413), 
which authorizes purchases and contracts for supplies and services to 
be made by negotiation without advertising when determined to be in 
the public interest “during the period of a national emergency 
declared by the President * * *.” 

On December 16, 1950, the President issued Executive Order No. 
2914 during the Korean hostilities. That emergency proclamation 

was, at the time of our inquiry, and still is, unrevoked. 

This Presidential emergency proclamation was implemented by a 
directive of the Secretary of Defense on December 18, 1950, authorizing 
procurement by negotiation, and suspended for all practical purposes 
the restrictions, limitations, and other requirements of the Armed 
Services Procurement Act when negotiation was used in procurement. 

Each of the three service departments had, by departmental direc- 
tives or instructions, authorized the use of negotiation by virtue of 
authority stemming from the Presidential national emergency 
proclamation. 

Our inquiry discloses that 94.14 percent of the total Defense De- 
partment business for the 30 months (January 1, 1953, through June 
30, 1955) were made by negotiation; and that only 5.81 percent was 
let by open advertised competitive bid as specified in the Armed 
Services Procurement Act. 

There was excepted, however, from this computation, the construc- 
tion programs of the Corps of Engineers of the Army and the Bureau 
of Yards and Docks for the Navy. The former let 85.5 percent of its 
contracts on advertised competitive bid and the latter, 72.9 percent. 

This report of the subcommittee appears at pages 1175 to 1222 of 
the published proceedings. 

During the course of the subcommittee’s inquiry (November 8, 
1955), prior to issuance of the subcommittee’s report of December 14, 
1955, the Department of Defense undertock to revoke the broad au- 
thority contained in its regulations in the use of the national emer- 
gency proclamation by limiting it to five specific categories. This 

regulation was to be effective January 1, 1956. 

The subcommittee’s study and report were considered by the full 
Armed Services Committee in open hearings begun January 10, 1956. 
The hearings appear as Committee Prints Nos. 7 and 8 in the pro- 
ceedings of the House Armed Services Committee for the 2d session 
of the 84th Congress. 

9. Amendment to the Armed Services Procurement Act of 1947 (H.R. 
8710) 

Following the hearings of January 1956, the House Armed Services 

Committee reported out a bill (H. R. 8710) authored by its chairman, 


Hon. Carl Vinson. It was accompanied by House Report 1688, filed 
January 30, 1956. 
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Among other things, the bill amended section 2 (¢) (1) by limiting 
the emergency provisions of that section to such national emergencies 
as were declared by the Congress, thus deleting the authority “of the 
President. 

In addition, several corrective amendments were made to sections 
2 (c) (3), (9), (AT); section 2 (e) ; section 7 (b) ; a new section 7 (e) 
was added; and section 15 of Public Law 268 of the 84th Congress, 
which amended the Small Business Act of 1953 in certain particulars 
relating to advertised competitive bidding, was repealed. 

_H. R. 8710 passed the House on February 20, 1956, with a vote of 

2 to 2, and was referred to the Senate where it is pending at the date 
of this re port. 
10. Further study of procurement 

The subcommittee has maintained a surveillance of negotiated pro- 
curement since the issuance of the Department of Defense directive of 
January 1, 1956. It has kept the monthly reports of all Defense 
Department procurement. 

During January and February 1956, pending action by the Senate, 
negotiated procurement amounted to 92.49 percent of all Defense 
Department purchasing. Computations for the months of March and 
April are being made at the present time. 

This subject is a matter of continuing interest for the subcommittee 
and the full Armed Services Committee. 


11. Studies and investigations of armed. services procureme nt requla- 
tions and de parting ntal dire Ctives 

(7) Arm d Services Procurement Re quiations, section 1-605 ; cases 
dealing with de partmental chi rges of “SUs spi i0n of fraud,” This 
inquiry was initiated by the subcommittee and appears as a part of its 
proceedings for June i4, 1956. When the hearings were resumed on 
July 19, 1956, the Department of Defense agreed, as a result of 
formation developed by the subcommittee, that this reculation sah 
the departmental directives should be amended. New regulations will 
provide that where a charge of “suspicion of fraud” has been made in 
any of the three military departments, a notice shall be given the 
person or firm so ch: areed within 10 d: Lys thereafter. 

The Department of Justice advised that it had no objection to such 
a procedure. The effect of this change will be to save bidders the 
expense and the idle formality of submitting bids while in fact sus- 
pended from participation in Gover nment procurement. The charges 

can then be resolved either by clearance or prosecution as the facts 
may warrant. The Government will be saved the time and expense 
of considering bids under suspension “in fact.” 

(h) Late mail bids, section 2-301, ASPR.—At hearings before the 
subcommittee on the treatment of bid documents arriving in the mails 
after the time appointed for opening of bids and prior to award, the 
conflict in departmental practices with respect thereto resulted in a 
proposal by the Department of Defense to establish a fixed proced- 
ure by amending its regulations so that bidders and contracting officers 
would have a method for determination of “unavoidable delay in the 
mails.” 

This Department of Defense directive will be worked out in coordi- 
nation with the Post Office Department to establish a fixed pro- 
cedure. 
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(c) Navy Procurement Directive 3002.—This directive provides in 
substance that after having solicited proposals for negotiation of a 
competitive fixed-price contract, a contracting officer, if he deter- 
mines that he has had competition and that one of the bidders has 
submited a fair price, can then award the contract to such bidder 
without negotiation with any of the others. 

On June 14, 1956, the subcommittee was advised that it was pro- 
posed to make such a regulation available to the other two military 
departments. 

The subcommittee considered this matter on July 19, 1956. The 
Comptroller General has queried whether or not such a procedure is 
“in the best interests” of the Government. 

At a hearing before the full Armed Services Committee on Janu- 
ary 11, 1956, that committee queried (1) whether or not such a pro- 
cedure was in harmony with the spirit of the Armed Services Pro- 
eurement Act, and (2) whether the procedure was not more of 
punishment for failure to state a final price in the initial sateeeinnle 
for negotiation, rather than a procurement by negotiation at the best 
price to the Government. 

The subcommittee report on this subject will be issued recommend- 
ing legislation on this subject. 


12. Airframe manufacturing production, costs and profits 


In August 1955, during recess, the subcommittee initiated an in- 
quiry into the costs and profits of the major airframe manufacturers 
supplying the Air Force and Navy Departments. 

Thirty-two questions were asked of each company, relating to 
finances and specific contracts from 1952 through 1955, inclusive. 
The answers received in November and December 1955 were tabulated, 
collated, and coordinated for the consideration of the subcommittee. 

Public hearings commenced February 16, 1956, and concluded 
March 22, 1956. The record appears at pages 1291 to 2944, inclusive, 
of the proceedings of the subcommittee. 

During April, May, and June, 1956, the subcommittee visited 13 
plants operated by these producers. On July 13, 1956, a unanimous 
report of the subcommittee was issued. That report appears at pages 
3103 to 3139 of the subcommittee’s proceedings. 

The findings of the subcommittee related to such subjects as the Re- 
negotiation Act of 1951 and its application to the problems of this 
industry; the handling of Government property and the need for 
amending the surplus-property laws; a consideration of the employ- 
ment of retired-military personnel; executive salaries, bonuses, and 
incentive plans; and whether or not excessive profits were being de- 
rived on the total business of the company and on certain specific 
contracts for furnishing production models coming into the inventory 
and use of Air Force and Navy. It was the subcommittee conclusion 
that the evidence did not show, on the average, excessive profits. 

This was by far the most time-consuming undertaking of the sub- 
committee. Its results and conclusions have been subject to widespread 
comment by both industry and Government officials. It is, the subcom- 
mittee believes the most complete and comprehensive study of its kind. 
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13. Study of military necessity for pipeline from west Texas fields to 
Los Angeles Basin 

Hearings on this subject commenced July 7, 1955. Testimony was 
taken both in Washington and at Los Angeles. All testimony, factual 
data, and exhibits received and considered by the subcommittee appear 
in the printed hearings, with additional data procured following the 
recess of the subcommittee (pp. 763-1172). 

On January 25, 1956, the hearing was resumed, at which time the 
Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff and others appeared before the 
subcommittee on their determination of “military necessity” for estab- 
lishing a crude-oil line from the west Texas fields to Los Angeles Basin. 

An executive session was held to hear the Chairman of the Joint 
Chiefs of Staff on these military requirements. The classified material 
was excised from the transcript of testimony and published in the pro- 
ceedings of the subcommittee along with other testimony and data 
assembled by the subcommittee and its staff (pp. 1173-1239 of the 
proceedings ). 

Following recess of this hearing, conflicting statements from several 
witnesses, who had testified before the subcommittee, and data appear- 
ing to conflict with data presented earlier, came to the subcommittee’s 
attention. 

To resolve these apparent conflicts, the subcommittee reopened its 
hearings July 9, 1956, took additional testimony and obtained new 
and additional data. 

That testimony and data will be printed in the proceedings of the 
subcommittee. 

As this report is being prepared, a final report containing the con- 
clusions and recommendations of the subcommittee await the action 
of the subcommittee. That report will be issued after the adjournment 
of the 2d session of the 84th Coneress. 

] f. d | arstrip paving ( rite ria 

After an extended hearing in the 88d Congress, the Department of 
the Air Force reached an agreement with our predecessor subcommittee 
on August 16, 1954. The Air Force agreed to suspend the o-percent 
premium therefore, paid for the exclusive use of concrete in prefer- 
ence to asphalt. Asa result of information developed during the sub- 
committee’s hearings, and of the agreement between the Air Force 
and the subcommittee, the Air Force has since invited for noncritical 
airstrip areas, by specification, alternate bids for either concrete or 
asphalt. In the first estimate, made following the issuance of the 
criteria, it was indicated that the savings in competitive bidding 
would exceed $50 million, after the elimination of the preferential 
premium. 

In December 1955 this subcommittee was advised by the Assistant 
Secretary of Defense that further engineering studies on the subject 
of the suitability of different types of pavements had been procured 
and were being evaluated. In June 1956 the subcommittee was fur- 
nished with this engineering data. 

In May 1956 the Air Force issued several memorandums known as 
installation engineering criteria, dealing with this subject. 

The use of alternate material specifications on noncritical areas for 
airstrip paving and maintaining the same in an alternate competitive 
bid position, is still under active consideration by the subcommittee. 
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Any changes in criteria will be the subject of further inquiry by the 
subcommittee. 
15. Tire-testing program at Camp Bullis (Army Ordnance Corps) 

The House condemned a tire-testing program being financed by 
the Department of the Army at Camp Bullis, Tex., in “1953. 

After the adjournment of the 83d Congress, the Department of 
Army let two other contracts having for their purpose substantially 
the same program. A staff inquiry w: as begun and hearings held by 
the subcommittee on April 19 and May 2, 1956, at which time the De- 
partment of the Army admitted cana its Chief of Ordnance and 
Vice Chief of Staff that it had not handled the issuance of these 
contracts in conformity with the expressed intent of the Congress 
contained in the conference report relating to appropriated moneys. 

These contracts will soon expire and will not be renewed. 

16. Commercial use of selective service forms 

The subcommittee was advised that a Texas insurance agency was 
receiving from clerks of selective service boards the names and 
dresses of registrants selected for immediate induction, and using 
this information to solicit the sale of commercial life insurance. The 
first one or two premium payments were usually made by promissory 
note. The application was accompanied by a power of attorney au- 
thorizing the insurance company to obtain a guaranty of payments 
during the military service period under the authority contained in 
section 400 of the Soldiers and Sailors Civilian Relief Act of 1942, 
as amended. 

This investigation disclosed no violation of law by the clerks of 
the boards investigated because of authorization from the State Selec- 
tive Service Director of Texas. Upon presentation of the subject to 
the Director of Selective Service in Washington, this authorization 
was withdrawn. 

This Inquiry was conducted in collaboration with the Veterans’ 
Affairs Committee. The loophole in the law through which this so 
licitation was effected and premium guaranty obtained, was closed 
by amendment, promptly, which extended the time from 30 days to 6 
months before : any guaranty could be given by the Administrator of 
Veterans’ Affairs for the payment of premiums on existing insurance. 
This will prevent any recurrence of this pratcice nad abuse of the 
salutary provisions of the Soldiers and Sailors Civilian Relief Act 
which were intended for the protection of policyholders who, because 
of a reduction in income, might be unable to maintain insurance in 
force during military service. 

Congress, however, agreed that it was never intended that this 
guaranty provision be used in the circumstances which this committee 
found it was being used. 


17. Investigation of civilian-employee complaints at Perrin Air Force 
Base, Tex. 

Special counsel of the subcommittee was requested to inquire into 
complaints of a number of civilian employees at Perrin Air Force 
Base, Tex., in March of 1956. 

The c omplaints ranged from conflicts between military and civilian 
jurisdiction ovér personnel ; official meddling; excessive, unwarranted, 
and punitive use of reprimands; misplacement of supervisory per- 
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sonnel, both military and civilian; as well as personal grievances. A 
parallel inquiry was undertaken by an Air Force board. 

On June 21, 1956, after reviewing the findings of this subcommittee 
and of the Air Force board, the Secretary of the Air Force promptly 
pope mented all recommendations of the subcommittee. 

Miscellaneous complaints and subje cts 

The following are typical of the range of subjects in the 211 
complaints. 

Predominantly, these complaints have related to procurement prac- 
tices, bidding restrictions, lack of competition, and a few to personnel 
problems. 

A. Marine Corps 


Following complaint that Marine Corps officials at United 
States Naval Base, Charleston, S. C., were restricting bidders on 
purchase of petroleum products, the matter was taken up officially 
with the corps. The result was a change in regulations to require 
open competitive bidding for these services and supplies in the 
exchange operation of the Marine Corps. 

5. Air Force 

The Air Force at Wright Patterson Air Force Base was in- 
vestigated for awarding a contract for duplicating services etlec- 
tively eliminating competition. As a result of the inquiry, Air 
Force practices were changed and the procurement of these services 
will be on advertised compet itive bid. 

Another restriction was examined on the radius within which 
mortuary service could be furnished to an air installation. Upon 
subcommittee investigation, this restriction was removed, result- 
ing in an award to a lower bidder. The practice has been eliin- 
inated. 

The subcommittee investigated possible losses by military per- 
sonnel at Connally Air Force Base in connection with the activ- 
ities of the United States Trust & Guaranty Co. at Waco, Tex. 
Investigation disclosed that every precaution had been taken by 
military personnel to prevent the use of any official or unofficial 
instrumentality at the base for solicitation of business. Three 
military personnel lost money in this venture, but admitted that 
the solicitation came from sources outside the military circles. 

Army 

Army quartermaster allowed local commanders to issue restric- 
tive specifications for fiber containers for milk. As a result of 
staff een. Department of Army revised its regulations on 
May 4, 1956, by change No. 2 to AR 31-310, 9.1 (c), to solicit 
altern: a glass and fiber container bids. Award is made to respon- 
sible bidders at lowest price obtainable, excepting in the cases 
where disposal was an overriding consideration. 

D. Navy 
A columnist charged that Naval Reserve flyers at Dallas, Tex., 


were required to use and were complaining about deficiencies 
in the flying capabilities of the F9-F7, the Grumman Cougar. 
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On a staff investigation, it was found that the planes had been 
purchased for carrier use and were inadequate in a few specific 
operations. They were supplanted for fleet use by a modified 
version of suitable capabilities. These planes, however, were 
found to be entirely adequate for land use where the operational 
requirements were not as stringent as those required on an aircraft 
carrier deck. No complaints were found among Reserve pilots. 
The subcommittee investigation resolved the complaint by an ap- 
propriate public announcement. 


19. The subcommittee’s jurisdiction is defined in House Resolution 112 

In practice, its inquiries have ranged through the fields of military 
purchasing (which is numerically the largest single subject of inquiry), 
waste in the military services (a subject interwoven with purchasing), 
restrictions, and limitations and discrimination in bidding procedures. 

The subcommittee also has been interested in the welfare of military 
personnel and has interested itself in protecting those personnel against 
unscrupulous salesmen in the commercial insurance field and in post 
exchanges. This has extended to a consideration of the price of 
products sold to military personnel. 

A predecessor subcommittee in the 82d Congress sponsored the De- 
fense Cataloging and Standardization Act of 1952, Public Law 436, 
82d Congress. ‘The semiannual reports to the Congress required under 
that act, are referred to this subcommittee where they are examined 
for compliance with congressional intent. 

The last such report (No. 7) was received January 31, 1956; an 
additional report is due July 31, 1956. At the present time the pro- 
gram for estblishing a uniform identification and inventory appears 
to be 76 percent complete. 


REPORT ON ACTIVITIES 


The subcommittee makes a report each month, in detail, to the 
chairman of the Armed Services Committee, to the chairman of the 
House Administration Committee, and to its own members of every 
matter considered and the action taken thereon. 

All salaries and all expenditures are paid on vouchers of the sub- 
committee after authorization by the chairman of the Armed Services 
Committee. 

The financial data submitted with this report and the statistical 
data is complete to and through July 31, 1956. 

For convenience, there follows a consolidated statement of all data 
relating to the subcommittee, and a statement of the balance on hand, 
after the payment of all obligations, as of July 31, 1956. 


Recapitulation, Jan. 3, 1955, to July 31, 1956 
SUBCOM MITTEE SESSIONS 


Public__--_- _._. 55 | Meetings__-_- 5 =. 20 
mrecative........... eee. _ ieee eae 
Official reported testimony 2 ee , 205 folios 
Published hearings and reports__----------- artes ; 3,500 pages 
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SUBCOMMITTEE OFFICIAL 


a 
Pending __- 


Miscellaneous complaints and subjects__- 


SUN so ged i esd nerailiepii 
Appropriated by H. Res. 113__------~-_-- bh ee ia 
Salaries (all to July 31, 1956) -.----____-~__. 
Official reporter, travel, supplies, ete____.___-_--_ 

3alance through July 31, 1956 at 


Respectfully submitted. 


JULY 27, 1956. 
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